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16 , Introduction. 


H E Caſe of Vows in 
WA Trouble is fo very fre- 
£8 quent and common, that 

I have oft wonder'd we 
have had no plain and practical 
Diſcourſe drredily and peculiarly 
adapted thereunto. . I have oft 
had Occaſion, and wifh'd for fome 
little Book on this Subject, to put 
at a proper Time into the Hands 
of ſome People, who needed ſuch 
a Monitor, and to whom, by a 
* A. 3. dire 
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+1 Bleſling,, it might have 1 
been very uſeful. After having 1 
for many Years wiſh'd and en- 
quir'd to no purpoſe, for ſome 
Performance of fome abler Hand 
on this Subject, 1 have, at laſt, 
ventur'd to publiſh ſomewhat up- 
on it my ſelf. If this either ex- 
cite ſome other better qualify'd 7} 
Perſon, to treat on the ſame Sub 
ject to greater Advantage, or 
ſhould it ſelf be ſerviceable to any 
in an Affair which moſt nearly 
concerns them, I ſhall think my 
Labour well beſtow'd, and would 
defire to give the Glory to him, 
to whom alone it is due. 
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Every 
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5 Every body knows how com- 


mon it is for Perſons to take up 
ſeemingly ſtrong Reſolutions, and 
to make great Promiſes, and ſo- 
lemn Vows, when they are in 
Diſtreſs, Danger or Trouble; and 
yet every Body alſo knows, how _ 
| 9 generally ſuch Promiſes and Vows 
are afterwards neglected and bro- 
9 ken, the faithful Performance be- 
ö ing as rare as the Vows and En- 
gagements themſelves are frequent 
4 and common. Who is there that 
may not fo far join with the Pſal- 
* miſt, as to ſay, that he is under 
. ſome Vows and. Promiſes which hs 
Lips have utter d, and bis» Mouthi 
bath ſpokewwhen he was in Trouble 2: 
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Introduction. 


But, alas! how rare do theſe Per- 


ſons appear, who imitate the Pſal⸗- 


miſt's Example, and heartily join 
with him in the other part of 
that Text, by paying faithfully to 
God, when they are ont of Trou- 
ble, thoſe Vows which they made 
to him when they were in it? 


Vea, how much do even the beſt 
Men fail and come ſhort of that 


exact and punctual Performance 


which God may juſtly expect and N 
require? So that 1 cannot but 
think that ſuch a Diſcourſe as this 


muſt be proper, and may be uſeful, 
not only to ſome particular Perſons, 


but to all in the general, ſince there 
is ſcarce any body but who is more 


; or leſs concern'd in this Matter. 
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* Aſliddion cometh not for th 'of the 
Duft, neither doth :T'touble ſpring out 
of the Ground, Job v. 6. It comes 
not by Chance, or of its own ac- 
cord, but is order'd and appoint- 
ed by a God of infinite Wifdam, 
and therefore in our Trouble we 
ſhould look to the Hand from 
whence. it comes, Set umto God, 
ver. 8. yea, in our Afliction me 
foould ſec bim early, Hoſ. v. 15. 
God often ſends theſe Troubles 
upon this very Errand, even to 
awaken the Mind to a more live- 


Men to Repentance for former 
Tranſgreſſions and former Neg- 
lects, and to bring them under 


new 


x Introduction. : 
new and ſtrong Engagements for 
the future: Reſolutions and Nome 
to amend and reform, are What 
Sod ſeems to expect from Men in 
theſe Circumſtances. He ſinitrs 
them- in ain when ſome what of 
_ Nature does not [follow upon 

But then he alſo juftly expects 
Ai! ade of theſe. Vom, an 
actual Reformation and Amends 
ment ſuitable to theſe Engage- 


ments: Gui will not be mocked, nor 


zs he to be put off with empty 
Words and fair Promiſes only. 
And! therefore to perſwade. all 
Who have come under ſuch En- 
gagements, punctually to pay what 
they have ſolemnly vom d and pro- 
mis d, aud to __—_ direct them 
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in the Performance, is the Defign 
of the following Treatiſe) And 
V that it may be ſerviceable to theſe 
good Purpoſes, 1 recommend it to 
the divine Bleſſing, which alorie 
| en make i it ſuccelafule” 
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made in Trouble. 


2 


V Deſign and Reſolution being 
to keep to what is ſerious and 
practical, I ſhall wave all nice 

Speculations, and unedifying 

| Diſputes about the Nature of Votet, and 
all thoſe more t than uſeful Queſti- 


B 


FDP 
G. 


Concerning the Nature of Vows in the 
General, and particularly of thoſe 


ons, 


2 Vous in Trouble. 

ons, Which may be, and have been ſtart- 
ed concerning this Subject. If we conſult 
either Scripture or Reaſon, it is evident | 
that ſuch -Debates ſhould in all. Caſes 
whatever be rather ſhunn! d than deſir'd, 
or ſought for. But more eſpecially ſhould 
they be avoided in ſo grave and Aalen 


a Subject as this. | 


Whatever therefore the Manner f 
ſme may be, 1 ſhall content my ſelf with | 
mak ing two or three general, and (as 1 
- apprehend) uſeful and neceſſary Remarks 
on this Subject, ſhunning induſtriouſly 

thoſe Niceties, which may miniſter Oue- 
fiions rather W 1 Tim. i. 4. 


| Such Vows then, as 1 am about to dif 
:courſe of, may be thus defin'd in the ge- 
neral, cis. They, are ſolemn. Promiſes 
: made ro God, of doing ſomewhat. that 
may be Fr his Glory, and our 0wn Loi. 


dual nd; or of ſhunning what may le 
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againſt both; which Promiſes are ex- 
© preſt to God, 1354 before him in a ſolemn 


' Manner, eme goed or other. 


Of this Na- 
ture was that ſolemn and general Vow or 


Oath of the Pſalmiſt, I have ſworn, and 


T will perform it, that 1 will keep thy 
righteon's Fudgments —— Such an Oath 
as this is exactly of the ſame Nature with 
ſuch a Vow as I am at preſent deſeri- 
bing. 


1 mi ght here conſider at large the Oh 


; jett, the Manner, and the Matter of ſuch 


made. 


a Vow: Bur I ſhall but Juſt touch _ 


each of theſe Heads, A 


Firſt, God i is the Objetz of ſuch reli- 
gious Pows, as I am ſpeaking of; or, 
he is the Perſon to whom they are to be 
Unto him ſhould the Vm be 
made, and unto him ſhould the Low be 


| perform'd, Pſal. Iv. i, We muſt Gen, 


0 and pay ante the Lord « our Got, Pal. 


eus hl. 
4291 7 


B 2 


o 
" —_ _ 9 K _ mmer — 
* ( 5 _—_" a OS . » ST © 

Cv —_ VU. Tag fra 3 33 

= 1 „r (R 

SJ ; r 

- —_ N » al 

1 == 


4 Vows in Trouble. 
Ixxvi. 11. Such Vows are therefore cal- 
led the Pows of God in Scripture. Thy 
Jos are upon me, O God, Pal. lvi. 1 2. 
The ſame Pſalmiſt calls them His own 
Horns, in another place. That I may 
daily perform wv Horus, Pal, Ixi. 8. (and 
in ſome other places). They were Gop's 
Horus, as the Obligation was to him, and 
the Right to require a Performance was 
in him. Or, in much the ſame Senſe, as 
any Act or Part of Religion is call'd 
God's Service. "Tis his Right and Due. 
Nor do the Vows I. am inſiſting upon, 
convey any new Right to God which he 
had not before. They are rather ſolemn 
Acknowledgments of God's prior Right 
and Property, his moſt juſt Title to us, 
and all our Services, and all that we have 
and are. 


They were the Pſalmiſi's YVows,. and 
they are ours, as they are our Act and 
Deed, and we ſtand engag d to perform 


them, Servos {0 


the Lord Ged a. their Fabry, with, all 
N their Heart and all their M7 — 
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Secondly, The particular Mamer of 


making, or entring into theſe 7otws, may 


be different : Or the Way of expreſſing 
them zo God, and before him, may vary. 
For ſometimes they are expreſs'd in 


Words, ſometimes in Mriting: Some= 


times the Declaration may be only to 
God, and that too, perhaps, implicit or 
mental, (though throughly known to 
him :) 8 the Declaration may 


be more explicit and open, and other, 
41 Wimeſſes be alſo admitted, 


1 


The Vows which the Pſalmiſt was fo 


careful to perform, | were ſuch as his Lies 


HAD UTTERED, and his Mourn Hap 
SPOKEN, chen he Was in Trouble, Pal. 


Ixvi. 13, 14 


FJudob enter '7 into a Cooenaut 10 ſeek 
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6 Vows in Trouble. 
Bey ſeware unto the Lord with A Loud 
V OICF, 2 Chron. xv. 12, 14. 


Upon another Occaſion they ſay, . 
make a ſure Covenant, and WRITE it, 
Neb. ix. 3 8. 


Sometimes the. Declaration is made on- 
ſy to Ged, when no other Perſons are 
preſent, or Witneſſes to it, Thus Jacob, 
in that affecting and remarkable Vow o 
his, Cen. xxvili. 20, 21. declares in a ſo- 
lemn Manner his Reſolution to God; and 
before him, tho' it does not appear there 
were any Witneſſes to this Declaration. 
Jacob vowed a Vw, savixe, If God 
will be with me, and keep, me in this 
Way that I go, and will give me Bread 
to eat, and Raiment to put on, ſo that I 
come back again to my Father s Houſe. in 
Peace, then ſhall the Lord be my God, 

and this Stone which I: have ſet for a 
Pillar ſhall be Gedi Houſe, and of ail 
1 as | 
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that thou ſhalt give me, I will furely 
give the Tenth unto thee. 


Hamah vowed a Vow, and ſaid as 
follows in that Verſe, 1 Sam. i. 2. Tho 


fre [poke in her Heart, and her Voice 


was not heard; Ver. 13. But the Pſal- 
miſt ſeems to have been more open in his 
Vows, and to have admitted many Wits 
neſſes to them, and therefore he reſolves 
to make the Performance of them {6 pub- 
tick, The Vows that were made before 
many of God's People, he reſolves to 


pay before them all; Pſal. cxvi. 14, 18. 


Trvill pay my Vows unto the Tord, now 
in the Preſence or ALL His PEOPLE — 


Which is twice repeated in the two 


Verſes. 


But whether there be more Witneſſes 
to our Vows, or none but God, and our 
own Confciences; our Obligation to a 


and 


8 = amg in Trouble. 


and ſtrong. And it is ſurely much more 
material to conf] der the Solemnity and 
Strength of the Obligation, than the par- 
ticular Form or Manner of it. And with 
Reſpect to God, who knows the leaſt 
and moſt ſecret Pointings and Tendency 
of our Souls, it may be the ſame whether 
our Vows are more implicit and mental, 
or more expreſs ; and whether they be 
expreſs'd in Word or Writing, though 
the one way may be of more Uſe to our 
ſelves than the other. What ſtands upon 
Record. may be of more laſting Service 
to us, upon: account of its continued awa- 
kening Force, and repeated Impreſſions 
upon us, if the divine Preſence and Rlef- 


ling concur. | 1 


Thirdly, As to the Matter of theſe 
Vows,; it is certain that, it ought to be 
Lowful or Neceſſary. To, vom that 
which. is ſinful, js. to incur Guilt and Sin, x 


Wang ſuch a W F and to perſorm 
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Inſtruments or Occaſions of it. 


It would be to double the Crime, Too 
many, indeed, do in their 'Trouble only 
meditate ad -0W Revenge, upon thoſe 
whom they apprehend to have been the 
But this 
their Way is their Folly. Oh | my Sout, 
enter not into their Deſians or Coun- 
fels; for it is Wickedneſs to vow pri- 


vate Revenge, and doubly wicked to ex- 


ecute it, 


I remember, as I was (not many Years 


ago) travelling upon the high Road, I 
ſaw a Crowd of People gather'd together 
for the Sight of a Horſe Race ; one of the 


two Riders having got a deſperate Fall, 
was carried into a Houſe by the Way- 
ſide, and, as I was told, there remain'd 
but little Hopes of his Life. As I paſſed 
by I heard even thefe People, who ſeem'd 
themſelves to have no great Senſe of Re- 
ligion, telling with Concern, that he 
Whoſe Life was deſpair'd of, ſpent his 
whole 


10 e in Trouble. l 
whole Time in ſwearing and vowing Re- 


# venge upon his Competitor (if he ſur- 


viv d his preſent Danger.) How melan- 
choly a Thing is it, to hear Men ſpending 
their laſt Breath in dreadful Imprecations 
on themſelyes, or in impious Vows and 
Wiſhes for Revenge upon others ? Thus 
beginning their Hell upon - Earth, with 
borrid Blaſphemies in their Mouths, and 
Rage and Revenge in their Hearts, or 
impotent, fruitleſs Deſires and Wiſhes for 
it: Fruitleſs, I mean, with reſpect to 
others, though tormenting enough to 
themſelves. Nothing that is criminal or 
wicked in it ſelf, can rightly be made the 
Matter of a religious Vow, This carries 
an apparent Contradiction and Inconſi- 
ſtency in it. 
Nek, 
Not to take Notice, that a natural 
Inpoſſibility cannot be the proper Matter 
of a-religious Vow, 1 would obſerve, that 


W 10 hieß; merely. I indifferent or Law- 
| ful 


ag Re- Vows in Trouble. 11 


he far. | ful are made the Matter of our ſolemn 
melan- Vows and Engagements; Snares and 
vending Hazard do too often attend them. And 
cations therefore I cannot but think it the moſt 
ws and prudent, becauſe the moſt ſafe, to make 
> Thus Plain Dy: neceſſary Duty the Matter of 
2, with Pur Vows, or at leaſt what may be di- 
18, and rectly and evidently fubſervient to it. As 
rts, or what is downright Wicked muſt be flat- 
hes for Ay contrary to the Religion of ſuch a 
Vow; ſo what is purely T rifling appears 


pect to 
gh to bot to be agreeable to the awful Solem- 
inal or "nity of _ 
ide the 7 
carries What God requires, and what through 
nconſi- * divine Grace we may be enabled to 'per- 

| form, are the proper Materials for ſuch 

religious Vows and Promiſes as J am diſ- 
atura! courſing about. The more Indifferent, 
Matter or the more Doubtful the Matter of a 
e, that Vo is, the leſs eligible, I conceive, it 
Law- mult be. 
ful Fa 
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And ſurely, it becomes and concerns 
all, to conſider the Matter of their Vow 
before they engage. It is much better 
to do this, than after Vous to make En. 
.quiry, Prov. xx. 25. It is better not 7o 
be raſh than afterwards zo ſay before the 
Angel that it was an Error, Eccleſ. 
V. 2, 6. 


Jo do Good, or to be ſo, or not to do 
Esoil, is the moſt proper, as it is the 
moſt uſual Matter of Vows made in Trou - 
ble. I ſay then, that the Vows which 
ought to be, and generally in Fact are, 
made in Trouble, may be reduc'd to theſe - 
Three general Heads. Firſt, Vows of 
being Good. Secondly, Vows of doing 
Good. Thirdly, Vows of ORE 
from Evil. 


Firſt, How common is it for Perſons | 
in any Sickneſs or Danger, or under any | 
Trou- 


oncern; 
r Vow; 
better 
rhe En. 
Tr not 10 
ore the 
Eccleſ. 


t to do 


is the 
Trou- 
which 
Act are, 
o theſe 
Ws of 
doing 


dining 


erſons | 
er any | 
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fal. cxix. 175. 
aud I will be thy Servant ; hear now the 
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Trouble, to reſolve and promiſe, that 
they will become nezw Men, ſtear a diffe- 
rent Courſe, and lead another Life, than 
they have done heretofore ? Oh! how 
- often do they cry out, and ſay, “ If God 
will but preſerve me in this Sickneſs or 
Danger, or vouchſafe ſuch a Mercy or 
e Deliverance to me; if God will yet ſpare 
4s me, and try me a while longer, I'll be 
. another Man, and lead another Life, than 
I have done ; their Prayer then is, Le? 
me live that I may praiſe and ſerve thee, 
Looſe thou my Bond's 


aice of my Supplication, and T will call 


ipon thee ag long as ] lice, Pſal. oxvi. 


Ihen every one would believe, that they 
ſincerely deſir'd Life, for no other End, 
than for that alone, for which it is deſire- 
Able, cis. to ſerve God here, and to pre- 
pare for the eternal Enjoyment of im 
+ hereafter, How glad would they then 
be, to hear ſuch Words as theſe, That” 


they 
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they ſhould not die but live and declare 
the Works of the Lord? Pfal. cxviii, 
17. The worſt of Men deſire to die 
- the Death of the Righteous, and would 


have their latter End. to be like theirs: 


And therefore when they apprehend that 
their Lives draw near to an End, and 


- that they are juſt entring into Eternity; 


they then wiſh that they had liv'd like th: 
Righteous, and reſolve and promiſe that 
they will live like them for the Futurc, 
if by God's Favour and Mercy their Lift 
"ſhould be prolong'd and continu'd to 
them: They are then made ſenſible how 
ſad a Thing it is to be unmeet for ano- 
ther 
leave that which they are in at the pre- 
ſent ; they ſee that their former Jay wa: 
zbeir Filly, and they promiſe to act more 
- wiſely for the Future, if they have Op- 


portunity for it. 


rld, when they muſt quickly 


Second. N 
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j Secondly, How often do Men under 
Trouble promiſe or vow to perform ſuch | 


comes to die. 


d. 
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and ſuch Duties hitherto omitted by them, 
or to diſcharge them in a better Manner 
than they were wont heretofore? The 
Omiſſion, or careleſs Performance of Du- 


ty is ſinful, as well as the Commiſſion of 
Sin: We offend againſt God and his 
Law, as well when we negle& to do 


what he requires of us, as when we do 
that which he has ſorbid us; and Men 
may even for their Neglects and Omiſſi- 


ons be juſtly condemn'd by God at the 
laſt. So was the flothſul Servant that 


hid his 'Talent in a Napkin: And theſe 
Sins of Omiſſion lie many times very 
heavy on a Man's Conſcience when he 
How many excellent Men 
have at that Time grievouſly complain d 
of theſe Sins, and mourn'd very bitterly 
over them? They were ſome of the laſt 
Words of the Learned and Pious, Arch- 

Wi... biſhop 
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biſhop Uſher, Lord, pardon my Sins of | 
Omi iu. And if the beſt of Men find fo 


much Reaſon to complain of their ſinful 
Omiſſions, how much more Reaſon have 
others to do ſo, were their Conſciences 
but as tender, and as ſenſible of them ? 


Now, when this is the Caſe, no wonder 


if Men under Trouble, or when they 
look upon themſelves as drawing near 
to Eternity, do reſolve and promiſe to 


be more conſtant and diligent in the Per- | 


formance of Duty, and to diſcharge ſome 
Duties they have omitted heretofore. 
Even Pharaoh himſelf, when under 


Trouble, promiſes, according to God's 
Order, to let the Children of J1ſrae/ go, 


though, when the Lord removes the 
Judgment, he recedes from his Promiſe 
again, When Perſons are under Afflicti- 
on and Trouble, then they ſeek rhe Lord 
early, and their Language is, SPEAK 
Lon, FOR THY SERVANT HEARETH ; 


whatever Duty thou requireſt, J here, 


0 
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K. in thy Strength, fland ready and reſolo d 


zo perform it. Oh, that the ſame Frame 
and Temper did ever continue, and not 
ecaſe with the Affliction and Trouble! 
When Men are under Trouble, what fair 
Promiſes do they make, that they will 
think- and talk more of God and his 
Ways, that they will read and hear his 
Word with more Attention and Affecti- 
on than ever, and- that they will hence- 
forward be more frequent and fervent in 
Prayer, and-that, if God will now hear 
the Voice of their Supplication, they will 
call upon him ſo long as they live, and 
that at another rate than they have 
done ? 


Thirdly, How commonly do Men un- 


der Trouble reſolve and promiſe for the 


Future, more carefully to avoid and re- 
frain from ſuch and ſuch Sins? When 


They taſte the bitter Fruits of Sin, they 


are then ready to vow and proteſt againſt 
C 3 it, 
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it, though it may be they are afterwards 


too eaſily deluded by the deceitful Plea- 
fures thereof. Trouble commonly re- 
moves the Mask from Sin, and gives them 
2 right View of it, and no wonder if 
when they have that, they vow and pro- 
teſt againſt it, ſince Sinners are deceiv'd 
and impos'd upon by the falſe Colours 
and Appearances of it. If any have been 
addicted to any particular Vice, what 


Vows will they frequently make againſt - 
it, when they are in Danger and Trou- 


ble? Then each Sinner ſeems determin'd 

to forſake his unrighteons Way. The 
Children of Mae oft brought themſelves 
into Trouble by ſinning againſt God; 
and then, when in Trouble, they oft 
ſeem'd reſolv'd, and ſet againſt thoſe Sins 
which brought their Trouble upon them; 
and ſo it is with a great many others, 
The Drunkard, the Whoremonger, the 
profane Swearer, Oc. in his Diſtreſs and 
Trouble, will readily vow and declare 


him: 
41 
= * 
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bimſelf reſoly'd againſt all ſuch Vice for 


the Future. If God will but ſpare him, 


and his own moſt ſolemn Engagements 


could be rely'd on, he'll Drink exceſſively 
no more; he'll never Swear profanely, or 
commit Uncleanneſs again: And this is 
particularly remarkable with reſpect to 
the Sin of Drunkenneſs. When Men have 
ruin'd their Health, or ſunk their Eſtates 
by Intemperanec, and find their Lives in 
great Danger, or themſelves reduc'd to 


great Straits: How heartily, to all Ap= 


pearance, will they vow, and proteſt” 


againſt that Crime, which has brought 


them into ſo great Danger, or involy'd 
them in ſo great Diſtreſs and Perplexity? 


And yet in too many Inſtances, we ſee 
the vicious Perſon return to the ſame 


Practices again, notwithſtanding all his 


Proteſtations againſt it, and all that he 


has ſuffered by it. 


— 


But 
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the Marter of Yows' in Trouble, it may 


Purpoſe ſhould any make ſuch Promiſes 
and Vows, ſince they were as ſtrongly 
obliged before as they can be afterwards? 
To perform Duty, and to avoid Sin, 70 
do Good, and to cenſe to do Evil, is what 
we ever were, and are oblig'd to; and 
therefore, to what | Purpoſe ſnhould we 


as theſe ? To this it is eaſy to anſwer, 
that how ſtrong ſoever the Obligation 


relation to God: Yet fuch Vows have 
their proper Uſe and Force un us. We 
hereby apply the prior Obligation cloſer 
to our ſelves, we ſet it more home upon 
our owt Conſciences, and by being awa- 
ken'd and render'd more Attentive, we 
more ſenſibly feel the Force and Power of 
it. Iis true, God had oblig'd us before 


by 


But now, if ſuch Things as theſe be 


be, and has been objected, 'T'o what 


bind our ſelves by any ſuch Engagements 


was before, conſider'd in it ſelf, and with 


"M | 
by his Command and Authority: But 
We have now, as it were, ty'd the Bond 
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upon our. ſelves with our own Hands, 


and we have ſubjected our ſelves to ano- 


ther Command of God, which requires 
the Payment, and the ſpeedy Payment 
of our Vows when we have made them. 
And this 7zwofold Cord, perhaps, may 
not be ſo eafuly broken. 
( SN : 
For my part, I would: not be forward 
to adviſe any to make, or pretend. to 
make new Laws, 'or new Duties, by 
their new Vows. But as the proper Uſe 


of ſuch Vows is only to ſtrengthen the 


Bond with reſpect to our ſelves, or to 
tie it more cloſely upon our ſelves, in or- 
der to the more certain and ready Per- 


formance of what was our indiſpenſable 
Duty previous to theſe Engagements: So 
this is the Uſe I would in the Sequel per- 
ſwade all to make of them. May they be 
Spurs to our trifling, lingring Souls! So as. 


that 


22 
that we may break through all Delays and 


Difficulties, and ſay no more with the 
Sluggard —— There is a Lion in the 
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If ay, Prov. xxvi. 13. 
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CHAP. II. 


Under what Kind of Troubles: ce 
People ſo much difpoſed, and jo 


_ apt 10 make ſolemn Vows and 
Promiſes to God. 


2 Propoſe in this Chapter to 
IN. : mention ſome particular Trou- 


bles; which when People are 


under, they are ready to make 
fuch Vows as I Have: * deſcribing. 


Firſt, Imoard Trouble of Mind. When | 
Mens Hearts ſmite them, and they are 


uneaſy and troubled in their Minds, how. 7 


ready are they then to reſolve and pro- 
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ys and "iſe, to be and do ſo and ſo, what they 
h the — not been or done heretofore ? Con- 
in the victions produce ſuch kind of Reſoluti- 
ons, and ſuch ſort of Vows. The Sin- 
ner, after he has committed his Sin, and 
the Pleaſure of it is over, and inſtead there- 
of he feels only a dire, bitter Remorſe, is 
then apt to reſolve and promiſe, that he'll 
are never commit the like Iniquities again. Or 
1 þo when a cloſe pungent Diſcourlds by the 
aud Bleſling of, God, and the Concurrence of 
bis Spirit, pricks the Sinner to the very 
Heart, then is he ready to ſay, FI have 

to done Iniquity I will do ſo no more —— 
Ou- Or ſometimes an awakening Providence 


= 


are may excite this Concern in his Mind, and 
ke occaſion ſuch Reſolutions and Vows. 
When Saul was under ſome inward 
1 Concern and Conviction, he promiſes 
en that he would not attempt again to do 
re 


any Harm to Daeid, 1 Sam. xxvi.- 21. 
| Then ſaid Saul, I have ſiuned, Return 
| Sn David, for I will no more do thee 
harm, 


„ bs Vows in Tronble. 
Burm, becatiſe my dyul was precious i 
thine Eyes this Day: Behold I has: 
= mlajedthe Fool, and have erred exceed. 
7 mnly — When the Sinner taſtes thi 
#itrer Fruits and Effects of Sin, he!“ 
tfmen apt to vow that he'll faſte the Plea 
| | furs F. it no more. 


Inward Trouble for Sin produces Re- 
WE - Colutions-againſt- it, and often ends in 
ſincere and unfeign'd Repentance, 2 Ch. 
" vii. 9, 10, 11. Now" T rejoice, not that We 
ere made forry, but that ye ſorrowed 
1 Repentance —— For godly Sorroto 
*worberh Repentance to Salvation net 80 
Fe repented of, & . Though ſome- 
times theſe Reſolutions wear off with the 
Oonvictions and Sorrow, and all the 
Vos and Promiſes they made under this 
Trouble are forgot and neglected, when 
they are out of it. Conviction indeed is 
the Way to Converſion, yet true Con- 4 ; 
verſion does not always follow Convicti- 
Nu I on. 
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on. However, ſo far is certain, that 


ſuch Convictions, ſuch in ward Remorſe 


and Trouble, are uſually attended with 
ſome Reſolutions, ſome Vows and Pro- 
miſes, to reform and amend what has oc- 
caſion'd ſo much Grief and Sorrow to 
them, or to ask with the awakened Jay- 
lor, What they muſt do to be ſaved? 
When Felix trembled at Pauls Dit- 
courſe about Righteouſneſs, Temperance, 


and Judgment to come, he ſeems to have 


reſoly'd to have made ſome farther En- 


quiry into that Matter, and promiſes, 


that when he had a convenient Seaſon he 
would call for the Apoſtle again, As 
xxiv. 25. But theſe Impreſſions ſeem to 


have gone off in Felix, as, alas! they 
do ina great many others. 


3 


—— 


. Secondly, Sometimes Perſons make 
ſuch Promiſes and Vows when they meet 
with worldly Diſappointments and Trou- 


D Hou 5 
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plex d, or ſtraiten d here. They hereby 


ſee the Fanity and Emptineſs of this 
World; and thereupon reſolve and vow, 
| that they will not prize it ſo much, nor 

be ſo much impos'd upon by it for the 
Future, as they have been heretofore. 


br when Men are under any great Per- 
11 plexity or Trouble, or in any great Want 
er Diſtreſs, how often do they then vow 
| 3 do do ſo and ſo for God, if he will do fo 
| * and ſo for them. If God will do ſuch 
great Things for them, they will do as 
2 great Things for him as they are able, 


| Facob's Vow is an eminent Inſtance of this, 
Gen. xxvili. 20, 21. And Jacob ozved 7 
"Few, ssviIN c, If God will be with ine, 


and keep me in this May that I po, and 


will pive me BREAD TO EAT, AND Rai 
MENT TO fur ON, fo that I come agaii 
to my Father's Hoſe in Peace: Then 
Shall the Lord be my God. When Men 


are perplex d and puzzled, how apt are 
they to vow, That if the all-wiſe God 
wil 
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Kill teach them the Way they ſhould 
chuſe, and direct and guide them now, 
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they will ever follow his Direction and 
Conduct? Or, if they be in Want or He 1 
ſtreſo, why then, if the Lord will P 23 
vide for them the Supports of Life, th 
Lie and Strength ſhould be employ 'd1 in : 

Oh, that Men were as canal 

F to perform their Vows, in ſuch Cary 8 
ſes, as they are ready to make them ! 1 


N a 7 . * 
1 


his Service. 


« 0 
. * 
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Thirdly, When Perſons are in a8 5 


a 
Yd 


great Danger, or any Trouble of fu 


Nature as this, how ready are they to 


' 37 vow and promiſe great Things to Gods 

if he will but 5 2-4 them, or vouch 
> ſafe Deliverance to them? Oh! ſay thews 
I God will preſerve me at this Time, 


bring me out of this Danger : if Bell 


| now bear my FVoice, I'll be His Sek- 
 vVaNT, and CALL UPON HIM AS. LONG 


AS I Live. And this is a common Caſe 


indeed with thoſe that are at Sea, and do 


„2 Bu- 
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Bufmeſs in great Naters, when they are 


in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, hen they cry unto 


* the Lord in their Trouble, and be bring- 


eth them out of their Diſtreſs, Pſal. cvii. 


Then they pray, and vow, and promiſe. 


When Danger threatens to put an end to 
their Lives; they then are troubled at 
their having livd fo ill, and promiſe to 
enter upon a new Courſe of Life, if it 
Mall pleaſe God to continue them. Tho 
generally, when the Danger 1s over, 


they are juſt the ſame Perſons that they 
formerly were; and this their Religion 


proves but as the morning Cloud, and as 
the early Dew that quickly paſſeth 
away. But Jonah vow'd in ſuch a Caſe, 
and paid unto the Lord. Jonah ii. 9. 
T will pay Thee that I have vowed. 


Fourthly, When People are under 
Sickneſs, and apprehend themſelves to 


be upon a Death- bed, then they fre- 
quently make many ſolemn Vows and 


Pro- 
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Promiſes to God. Oh“ ſay they, Tf. 


& have done as yet 


© gerſation. 
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God will but ſpare me this Time, and 
add a few Days or Tears more unto my 
Life, I'll live at another rate than ever 
; I' Drink aud 
Swear, and be guilty of Uncleauneſs us 
more; Il be more conſtant and feroent 
# every Duty, and more circumſpett and 
watchful in the whole Courſe of my Con- 
Which of us have not been 
Ear Mitueſſes to ſuch Vows and Promi- 
fes, and (which is greatly to be lament- 
ed) afterwards been Eye Mitneſſes too, 
in a great many Inſtances, of the fad 


"Breach and Violation of them? We have 


beard them made with a great deal of- 
Earneſtneſs, and ſeeming Sincerity, and 


yet have quickly ſeen them broken. The 


Pſalmiſt ſeems to have made, his Vow 
upon ſome ſuch Occaſion Pak. exvi. 3,4. 


2 Sorrows of Death compaſſed Mey | 
and the Pains of Hell took bold upon me, 


+ found Sorrow and 7 rouble, then 2 | 
2 


* 
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Japon the Name of the Lord, &c. — 
And that theſe Cries to God were accom- fiſt 
panied with ſome Vows and Promiſes are 
too, ſeems plain from the latter Part of mo 
the Pfalm, where the Pſalmiſt ſays once 60 
and again, I wil/ pay my Vows unto the D 
Tord mow, in the Prefence of all his H 


People. T. 
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CHAP. III. a 

LV 


That Men are apt to make folem x; 
Vows to God when they are in A 
Trouble, and to neglect them when an 
they are out of it. Some genera} 8. 
Hints at the Reaſons both of the 

ane and the other. 10 


is as certain as Obſervation 
or Experience can make anß 
1 king, that Men in Diſtreſs and bb 
Trouble are ready to make ſuch Vows 
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% God, as I have deſcrib'd and been in- 
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ſiſting upon. Then Prayers and Vows 
are oſten heard from thoſe, who ſeem'd 
not before to have had any Regard to 


God or Religion. When the Sorrows of 


Death compafs them, and the Pains of 


Hell get bold of them, and they find 


Trouble and Sorrow, then do they call 
upon the Name of the Lord — O Lord, 
7 beſeech Thee deliver my Soul —— 
And as the Pſalmiſt did ſo do they, join 
Vows to their Prayers; Vows againſt 
Sin, and Vows of ſtricter Obedience. 


And whereas in the Time of their Health 


and Proſperity, perhaps even groſs Sins 


gave them little Concern or Diſturbance, 


now ſmaller Offences make them very 


uneaſy, and they are diſpos'd even to re- 
ſolve and proteſt againſt theſe, 


This Matter of Fact can be conteſted 


by none who have convers'd in the 


's World: And the Reaſons of it too are 


2 


* alſo 
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alſo very obvious. I ſhall only touch 
thereupon in the general. 


Solomon's Advice is remarkable, FEccl. 
vii. 14. In the Day of Advert) 
conſider. Men are much diſpos'd to con- 
ſider when they are in Adverſity. Whilſt 


they are proſperous in this World, and 


drown d in carnal Delights, and ſenſual 
Pleaſures, they give not themſelves leave, 


or time to conſider, what is like to be 
the End and Iſſue of all. 
brings them to conſider what they are 


doing, and whether they are going. And 


a little Conſideration is ſufficient to de- 
termine them, and to bring them to ſome 
proper Reſolutions, where the Caſe is ſo 
plain. Upon this therefore they ſeem to 
be determin'd to be for God, and not for 


But Trouble 


another, and readily come under ſuch ſo- 


lemn Vows and Engagements as I have 


deſcrib'd and mention'd before, 


ouch 
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f Again, the Conſciences of Men are 


uſually by Trouble rouzed and awakened 


out- of their Sleep and Security. And 
when Conſcience is allow'd full and free 
liberty to ſpeak, tis eaſy to diſcern on 
what Side it will declare, and how loud- 
Iy it will call on ſuch Perſons to repent, 
reform and amend. And in ſuch a Caſe, 
how natural is it for ſuch Perſons, to 
ez and promiſe Amendment. When they 
are once convinc d that their former Way 
was their Folly, no wonder if they rea- 


dily engage and vow to perſue it no 


More. 


Beſides, upon theſe Occaſions, Perſons 
uſually have more lively Apprehenſions 
of a future Judgment and an eternal 
World. And there-are few, but who 


Would be happy in the other World, 


When they think they are to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin (which are but for a 


N * Sea- 
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Seaſon) no more. The natural Con! 
ſegquence of this is, great Promiſes ani Fi 
ſolemn Vows, of living the Life of th 


Righteous, and making due Preparat 4 
ons for Eternity, if it ſhould pleaſe Go 8 


to vouchſafe them more Time, and far # 
ther Opportunities for doing ſo. by 


Again, Trouble often opens the Ey: 


of People, and gives them a clearer Vic 
of thc Evil of Sin, at the ſame 'Time to th: 


that it renders them incapable of reli: 
ing the Delights and Pleaſurcs there 4 
And when they are no longer deceiy' 
by the falſe Colours and glittering Ap 80 
pearance of Sin, and when they find nc: 
ther Profit nor Pleaſure by it, no wor: of 
der if they then caſily come under ſont h. 
ſolemn Vows and Engagements againl e 
it. When the Body is full of Pain « 0 
Diſorder, or the Mind full of Troubl gi 
Where then is the Pleaſure . of Sin! 
Yea, perhaps, the Perſons afflicted as 
con 
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gonvinc'd and made ſenfible, that ſuch 
and ſuch Sins have brought theſe very 
Troubles upon them, and therefore do 
they readily vow and proteſt againſt 
them. | 

i 

Again, Men never are ſo ſenſible of 
che Vanity of this World as when they 
are in Trouble. They then ſee its Emp- 


tineſs, and the Inſufficiency of it, and all 


that's in it, to make them eaſy or hap- 
py, its utter Inability to help or relieve 
them in the Time of their Trouble. Dan- 
per, Sickneſs, Pain, Cc. imbitters to the 
Soul every Thing the World affords, and 
makes it cry out in good earneſt, Vanity 
of Vanities, all is Vanity. And when 


his is the Caſe, how much does this 


help ſuch Perſons to direct their Thoughts 
to a better World? How much does it 
diſpoſe them to take up ſtrong Reſoluti- 


Sons to ſeek another and a better Country, 


ſto ſeek the Kingdom of God and bis 


Righte- 
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Righteouſueſs, and to lay themſelves un. 


der ſome ſolemn Ties and Engagement; 
to do ſo? 


For theſe, and ſuch like Reaſons, ar: 
Vows made in Trouble ſo frequent and 
common. I may ſay tis almoſt natura 
for Perſons in Diſtreſs and Trouble to 
make ſome ſuch Vows: At leaſt it is cer- 


tain, that the Heathens, who had only. 


Reaſon and the Light of Nature to guid: 
and direct them, did often, upon ſuch 
Occaſions, make ſome kind of Vows to: 
their Gods. How common were the 
eotive Altars among the Romans, Pri 
Salute, i. c. for Safety or Welfare? And 
how evident is it, that theſe Vos were 


frequently made in a Time of Danger or. 
Diſtreſs 5 We Chriſtians too, have aus 


Altar and a Sacrifice, but not of ou 
own erecting or providing. And yet it 
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well becomes us to reſolve, through di-: 8V 


vine Aſſiſtance, to ſecure an Intereſt in 
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F. grand Propitiatory Sacrifice. This 
more eſpecially proper, and ſuitable 
under inward Trouble of Mind, for 
Chriſt only can give Eaſe and Ref? 10 
troubled Souls, Mat. xi. 27, 28, 29. Beſides 
me other Things, that may very aptly 
be made the Matter of fuch Vows, are 
ſometimes ſpoken of in Seripture under 


the Notion of a Chriſtian Sacrifice. But 


to do good and to communicate, forget 
not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well 
pleas'd, Heb. xiii. 16. The charitable 
Gift of the Philippians is called = 
Wn Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice 
acceptable, well pleaſmg to God, Phil. 
iv. 18, Prayers, Thankſgivings, Liſt- 
inz up of Holy Hands, a pure Heart, 


(which is ever accompany'd with clean 
Hands) a broken Heart, and a contrite 
Spirit, 5c. are ſometimes ſpoken of in 


Scripture under much the ſame Notion, 
FW hilſt Heathens therefore, in their Dan- 


ger and Diſtreſs, vow Altars, or Sacrifi- 


E ces 
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ces to this or the other of their infignih. 
cant Deities; oh! let us Chriſtians, upon 
ſuch Occaſions, vow a truly Chriſtian 
Sacrifice. Whilſt they coz to, as wel 


as worſhip their helpleſs Idols, let u 


vow to the true and living God, our G 
and our Saviour, our God and our Re. 


aeemer, to whom the Titles, Optimns, © X 


Mai mus, the Beft and Greateſt, do 
"al juſtly and truly agree. 


There is one Thing in theſe Pagar 
cotive Altars, that may be a Shame and 
Reproach to a great many who cal 
themſelves; Chriſtians; and that is thc 


Willingneſs and Chearfulneſs, with which 


they paid, or pretended to pay the Vow: 


they had made. Such as have any Ac-, 
quaintance with theſe Things, know hows ® 


commonly theſe Letters, J. S. L. M. or 


V.. TL. L. M. are added at the End of: 


the Inſcriptions that are on ſuch Altars 


whereby they ſignify'd how ing 
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nd chearfully, as well as deſerceadly, 
Fey perform'd the Vow they had made, 
#12. Votum ſoloit Libens Merito, or Ven 
tum ſolvit Libens Lubens (or Lætus) 
Meriro. Much more deſervedly, and 
therefore more willingly and chearfully, 


mould the Vows made to the moſt High, 


fo the Truc and Living God, be paid of 
perform'd to him, and particularly the 
Fows made in Trouble, But how far is 
this from being ſo in fact? How rarely 
are Vows made in Trouble duly per- 
form'd 2 And the Reaſon of this ſeems to 
be plainly, becauſe ſuch Reſolutitus and 
Vows proceed only from Fear, and not 
from a Principle of predominant Love 
to God and Religion; or from a haſty 
Tranſport rather than à deliberate 


= Choice; and ſo are not ſincere, with 
how much ſeeming Earneſtneſs ſoever 
they appear to be made. 


E 2 Moſt 
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Moſt Perſons have ſome ſecret Conyi Br! 

ctions in their Minds, that God, and be Re 
only, is able to relicve, and deliver them 9e 
when they are in Trouble, and are alſo lik 
perſwaded, that Vows of Repentance 60 


and Reformation, may be a Means of r 
procuring Deliverance from that God in 
who only is able to work it. Such Con- bet 
victions put Men upon making Vows to be 
God in their Trouble, ſince they aol 2 
prompted by the ee of Self- preſer- 1 
vation implanted in the Minds of all, to 7 
deſire and endeavour after their own Saſe- 
ty and Eaſe, But then thoſe Vows and 
Promiſes are very often made only with i 
a View to their own Safety and Eaſe: i 
And, as a great Man expreſles it, they £ 
are usd as Bribes in the Court of Hea- 
den. But there is no ſort of Bribery in | 8 
that Court, nor any deceiving or im- 8 


poſing upon him who reſides and rules 
there. And yet it is very true, and con- 


firmd | F 


; ö Vows in Trouble. Al 


$rm'd by ſeveral Places of Scripture, that 
Repentance, Vows of Reformation,” fer- 
gent Supplications and Prayers, and the 
like, are powerful Means to prevail with 
God to prevent any threaten'd Judgments, 
or remove them when they have been 
indicted, This encourages Perſons to 


ſeck unto God in their Affliction, in 


hopes that they ſhall find him, and Mer- 
ey with him, for they perſwade them- 
ſelves they are ſeeking him in a Way and 
Time wherein he may be found. 


But it is certain, that ſuch Perſons too 
often have no farther Aims than the ob- 
taining the Deliverance which they need 


and deſire ; and therefore when the Di- 


ſtreſs and Danger is over, which awa= 


ken'd their Fear and Concern, all their 


Vows. and Promiſes are quickly forgot- 


ten; and all their ſeeming, Religion is 
only as the Morning Cloud. and early 
Vero, it quickly paſſeth away. Self, and 


E 3 not 
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not God, was prineipally ey'd and de. TT; 
ſign d in ſuch Vows, and therefore when ui 
Self is ſecur d God is quickly forgotten, I 
Their ſeeming Religion, which was only 8 
eaus d by their Fear, ceaſeth as ſoog az; pi 
the Danger is over. The Effect ceaſes fi 
when the Cauſe is remov'd. When once tl 
theſe Perſons get into the World, and 0 
their former Company again, when they _v 
return to their former Employments and i 
Pleaſures, they return to their former 1 
Wickedneſs too, e2irh the Dog to his 1 
Fomit again, and with the S that 2 
was waſhed, to her wallowing in the t 
Mire. They are no better, yea, it may 
be, worſe than ever before; and, per- 
haps, never think or ſpeak of their ſo- 
lemn Vows, unleſs it be in Scorn and , 
Deriſion. Vows in Trouble rarely pro- 
ceed from any true Deligbi in God and | WE 
bis Mayr; and when there is no De- | 
light in 7he. Almighty, ſach Hypocrites | Þ 
may vow to him, and call upon him in 
Trou- 


ws „% "ns 
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de. Trouble, but they will not ALWAVSs call 
vhen pon God. They are ſtill at the bottom 
tten,, Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers of 
only God. Only it may be, when they ap- 
1 2s prehend that they can enjoy the Plea- 
eaſes ſure of Sin and this World no longer, 
once they would ' gladly be happy in the 
and other, or eſcape thoſe future Puniſhments 
hey which they are convinc'd their Sins do 
and juſtly deſerve. Their Hearts are not 
mer really chang'd and renew'd ; their Con- 
his  fent to God and Religion is not fix d 
Bat and determin'd, nor is what ſeems to be 
their Temper upon this Occaſion, the 
habitual, ſettled Frame and Temper of 
their Minds. And it is certain, that 
whatever Vows and Promiſes any may 
make, without a Principle of true Grace, 
and prevailing Love to God and Religi- 
on, all is but as the ſounding Braſs and 
Ihe tinkling Cymbal, which may make a 
£2: Noiſe for a little while, but is not like to 
* I 
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I, have; ſometimes thought, that ſome 
ſuch familiar Suppoſition as is here add- 
ed, may ſerve to confirm and illuſtrate 
this Matter. Let us ſuppoſe any one to 
be in extreme Danger, or the utmoſt Di- 
ſtreſs, and at that very inſtant to ſee one 
whom he knew could relieve him, but 


one whom before he bore a mortal Enmi- 


ty to. There is no great doubt in this 
Caſe, but a Man would earneſtly cry to 
his Enemy for Relief and Aſſiſtance, tho 


there be as little doubt that this proceeds 


not from any Love or reſpect to the other 
Perſon, but from the Man's own preſent 
Neceſſity, and paſſionate Concern for his 


Safety, under which lies cover'd or buri- | 


ed, for the preſent, all former Reſent- 
ment or Hatred: Tis true indeed, if an 
Enemy is ſo generous as to interpoſe in 
this Caſe, it may, where it meets with 
a grateful Temper, lay the Foundation of 
a hearty, laſting Friendſhip, But if the 
Per- 


E * 
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"Perſon reliev'd be of a different Temper, 
the Hatred and Malice will, tis likely, re- 
vive, when the Diſtreſs or Danger is over. 


]uſt ſo it is as to Vows and Promiſes 
made in Diſtreſs, Danger, and Trouble, 


generally . ſpeaking it is Self- love more 
than any Love to God or his Ways, that 


produces them; and therefore (as I have 
ſaid) when Self is ſecur d God is forgot- 
ten, and Corruption being only as it were 
alleep, and latent for a while, not ſlain 
or ſubdu d, does quickly appear and awa- 
ken, as ſoon as Eaſe and Health, or 


| Safety return : Unleſs the Grace and Spi- 
rit of God do that in this Caſe, which a 


grateful Temper does in the other, that 


is, lay hold on this Occaſion, and work 
| powerfully by it, in order to bring about 
a happy and laſting Reconciliation be- 
= tween God and the Soul: But where the 
| | Grace and Spirit of God do not efficaci- 
4; ouſly.concur and co-operate, the Enmity 


to 
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to God and his Law that's fix'd and root. ? 
ed in their Hearts, will not be long in But 
ſhewing it ſelf again in its uſual Fruits. but 


To the ſame Cauſes, though in a low. got 
er degree, is it owing, that even ſerious v7 
Perſons are often too negligent and dila- cc 
tory in performing the Vows they made cor 
in their Trouble, for Sin and Corruption 
remain in all, even in thoſe in whom it #0 
has loſt its abſolute Sway or predomi- Js ＋ 
nant Power. They have, at leaſt, the gr 
Remains of like Paſſions with others, and 2 
and expos'd to the like T emptations 7) 
with them. A 


- Thus I have hinted at the Springs from 14 
wWhence the Frequency of Vows in Trou- © | % 
ble may be ſuppos'd to ariſe : I have alſo « 5 
ſhewn the Catſes why the faithful Per- c 
formance of ſuch Vows does ſo rarelß 7 
appear. Happy indeed! if the punctua! 8 
Payment of ſuch Vows run parallel, or a 
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was equal to the Frequency of them. 


But, alas! there are many who make, and 


but few who perform them. I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe the following Paſlage from a very 
good Author. I believe I ſhould keep 
within the Compaſs, if I ſhould ſay, that 
ſcarce one of au Hundred of thoſe who 
come under Vows to God in Trouble and 
Diſtreſs, take care with any Faithfulneſs 
to pay them afterwards, An eminent 


Divine, now with God, who had with 


great Faithfulneſs for the Courſe of many 
Nears exercis d his Miniftry in this A- 


ty *, being asked by a-Friend, what 
Number of the many he had known to be 
in great Agony aud Sickneſs, and under 


the Apprebenſions of Death Approach, 


* who then profeſs d Repentance of their 
| paſt wicked Lives, and promisd and 


cow'd a ſerious and holy Life àſter- 


> wards, to which they had before- been 
Strangers; what Number of ſuch he bu 


known, 


* London, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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known, that in a Fudgment of Charity 
be could apprehend were truly chang'd 4 
by their” Sickneſs, and faithful in paying | 
their Vows when recover d. He anſwer 4. 
That he could not ſay, that in the whol: 
Courſe of bis Miniſtry he had met wit 
above Three of that Number. 


— nnen E een 
rr . ; 

Some Reflections upon the. preceding | 7 
Part of this Diſcourſe, or ſome | 


. general Thferences 1 it, 


may receive no ſmall 


Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment from 


what has gone before, and from that | 


which has been one principal Occaſion of | 


this Diſcourſe, I mean, the great Fre- 
1 | quency 


—— 
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| quency of the Practice of making ſuch 


Vows in Times of Danger and Trou- 


dle: For if theſe great Matters were on- 


ly imaginary, from whence proceed thoſe 


 Treſiſtible Impreſſions thereof upon the 


Minds of Men, even of thoſe whoſe In- 
ination and Intereſt ſhould lead them 
Moſt to deny their Reality? Surely God 
has not left himſelf without a Witneſs 
in every Man's. Breaſt : And though this 
Witneſs'may be brib'd for a Time, and 


its Mouth may be ſtopp'd, yet upon other 
Occaſions it Will cry aloud and not ſpare 
How few are there that die unconvinoe ! 
of the Reality of a future World, and _ 


unconcern'd about their State and Con- 
dition in it? And to what is this to be 


aſerib d, but to the ſtrong Impreſſions of 
the great 'Truths relating to a future State 
that are upon the Minds of all, and to 


wa g the clear Evidences of theſe Truths, 
when cloſely and impartially viewed and 


nſder d: 208 Impreſſions of a Deity, 
his 
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his Power and Providence, appear from 
their Vows being made to him; for to 
- What purpoſe ſhould they do this, if they 
believe not his Being, Perfections ane 
Providence? They that come to him, ane 
they that cow 70 him, muſt ſurely be 
eonvinc d that be is, and that be-is the, 
Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek © 
him. Why do they make their Recourſ: 


to him? or, Why do they deſire or hope r 

for Deliverance from him, if they be not, A 

cc 

convinc d of the Reality and Truth of” 

his Providence? or, Why is Reformati- * 
bn of Life, or Duty to God and Man, E 

the uſual Matter of their Vows, if they E 
were not convinc'd of the Reality of) 
future World, the Neceſſity of making L 
* Juitable Preparation for it, and the great Ni! cle 
” Danger of leaving this World before Ce 
they are meet for a Better? What other no 
7 Meaning has this their uſual Language?| 1 


e Were I prepared to die, I ſhoyld not} 
| 1 be afraid or unwilling; but, alas ! ſuch | 


& has! 


i 


| the 
. 


to 
hey 
and 


and 
be 


7 be, 
{eel 


urſe 


— 
0 
1 
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= 
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“ for them. 
„ me jet à little, that I may recover 
e Strength before I go hence and be no 
e more; 1 reſolve, I promiſe, I vow, to 
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© has been my Life and Behaviour, that 
& I dare not look my Judge in the Face; 
& had J any Hopes of being approv'd or 
c acquitted at the great and awful Day, 
* or were I meet to be Partaker of the 
e Inheritance of the Saints in Light, I 
could then bid a chearful Adieu to this 
„ World of Darkneſs and Sorrow, but 
I have no ſuch Hopes, nor any ground 
But, oh! if God will ſpare 


tc turn over a new Leaf, and to be and 


do better than heretofore I have been 
and done — 
Language as this ſpeak ſtrongly and 
clearly their lively Convictions of the 
Certainty of a future State? And does 


55 


I fay, does not ſuch 


not their Judgment at this Time deſerve 
the greateſt Regard, when their Minds 


ere not clouded, biaſs'd or brib'd with 
1 the Proſpect of Pleaſure, Profit or Ho- 


F 2 nour. 
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nour, nor loſt in the En joyment thereof? 
Is not the greateſt Credit now due to © 
their Teſtimony ? When they were 1 
drown'd in Senſuality and Pleaſure, and“ x 
their. Minds corrupted and prejudic'd;' 1. 
when their keen Purſuit of this World 

render'd them altogether unattentive and 
inconſiderate with reſpet to another; a 
then, methinks, what they either thought n 
or ſaid about this Matter was leſs to be n 
heeded. : But under the Circumſtances I, t 
now refer to, there's leſs room to ſuſpea | fi 
their Judgment or the Truth of their Te- it 
- "Rimony. The World they give their t! 
Judgment about, or bear their Teſtimon f 
to, is brought nearer to their View, and h 
a more impartial, as well as a more ex. tl 
tenſive View may be. juſtly expected. | « 
Muſt not Men be the moſt capable of diſ- an | FE 
covering another World, and diſcerning | 
the Reality of it; muſt they not have the F 7 
cleareſt and fulleſt Proſpect of it, when i 
wy. ſtand upon the very Borders there- WH 
"OF of : 
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f of? And when their Sight is no more 
1 clouded, their Eyes not blinded or wea- 
© ken'd by the dazling Appearances of the 


Beauties of this World, and by their . 
looking too intently upon tnem. 


When they look upon a Feet World 
as at a very great Diſtance, and, put it 
much farther from them in their Imagi- 
nation, than it is in Reality, they are 
then unmov'd by the Proſpect, or doubt- 


ful about the very Being of it. But when 
== it is brought near to their View, and 


the Neceſſity of making due Preparation 


| for it, and their own Want of this bro't 


home to their Conſciences ; then it is that 
they cry out, © hat hace I done? What 
ce ſhall I do ? 1 have heretofore ſhut my 
** Eyes againſt that World, which now 
* preſents it ſelf full and clear to my 
% View ; I have been deaf to all Warn. 
cc © ings, Exhortations and Entreaties, t6 
prepare for it; but now my Ears and. 
F 3 3 


„ 
* *. 
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e my Eyes are open d together — Ana 4 


. The ſame Affliction that ſhook his 
Conſtitution, and threaten'd the Diſſo- 


| lution of it, 3 alſo his atheiſtical 
| Per- 


Pe 
«what ſhall I now do to be ſaved?” | " 
The Prophane and the Atheiſtical ot 
- come to this at laſt, and are oblig'd to . 
give their Teſtimony concerning the Rea- W 
lity of that World which before they tr: 
disbeliev'd and diſregarded, or was, per- of 
haps, only the Matter of their Contempt Bi. 
and Deriſion, and thoſe Impreſſions of fee 
a Dcity, or of a Being of infinite Perfe- | Bu 
_ Rions, that were ſmother'd or ſtifled be- of 
fore, amidſt a Multitude of ſenſual De- ? kn 
lights and Pleaſures ,, now revive and # 2 
fie themſelves clearly, when the Plea- | 7 
ſures of Sin and the World ſeem to be lui 
near to an End The Earl of Ro- cor 
cbeſter was a famous and well known In- Hi. 
ſtance of this. See his Liſe by Dr. 
Burnet, and the Doctor's Teſtimony con- 
cerning the Truth of it in his late Hiſto- do 
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b Perfwaſion and -Principles, in which he 
ſeem'd to have been ſo much, and ſo long 
eſtabliſh'd, and to all Appearance caus d 


the total and utter Abolition of them = — 


"Whilſt free from Trouble, free from Re- 


ſtraint, he indulg'd himſelf in all Manner 
of Liberty and Vice, God was not in all 


© bis Thoughts; his Being and Providence 


ſeem to have been no part of his Creed 
But when he was in Trouble and Danger 


of Death, then he was very ready to ac- 


knowledge, That oerily there is a Re- 


ward for the Righteous, verily there is- 
a God that judgeth in the Earth, Pſal. 
+=lviii. ult. From bim muſt my Salvation 
come, for Power and Mercy belong to 


bim, Pſal. Ixii. 11, 12. 


| I know ſome have been fo far aban- 
don'd, as to glory in their Infidelity, 
and to ſeem to carry on their prophane 
Triumph, their daring, impious Inſults, 
upon God and his Providence, to their 
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laſt Minutes But ſuch Inſtan. all 
ces are very rare, and I make no doubt, Mi 
but that how much ſocyer they have har. ” th 
dened themſelves, or how hardy ſoever# ex 
they are vain of appearing, yet their W 
Hearts do often miſgive them. jee 
| 1 | 3 ne 
And I believe, if ſtrict Enquiry be B. 
made, it will be found, that the greater lig 
part of thoſe who arrive to this Height, of 
are ſuch as have ſometimes: been under m 


the Awe of Religion, under ſtrong Con- 4 
victions; or, in a Word, ſuch as have 
often made Vows in Danger and 'Trou- 


ble, but never perform'd them, and now 


are aſham'd or afraid to make any more. f 

= J al 
I know one, who having been two or © 
three Times under ſtrong Impreſſions: of a 
Religion, and to all Appearance very ſo- ® 
ber and promiſing, ſuffer d himſelf, how- . 
ever, to be jeer'd or banter'd out of all, : 


Aſter this he ſeem'd induſtriouſly to baniſh 
et 


Sis 


tan 


oubt, 


har. 


ever 
heit 
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f all Thoughts about Religion out of his 


Mind, and ſuſtain d ſome dangerous 


threatning Shocks of Siekneſs, without 


expreſſing any Concern about another 


World; though uſually, as ſenſible Ob- 
jects ſtrike the Senſes more ſtrongly when 


near, ſo does a future World the Mind. 
But none are ſo much hardened in Irre- 
ligion -and Infidelity, as thoſe who have 


+ often play'd faſt and looſe with the Al- 
mighty, and thereby Bardened n 
a againſt bim. /& 


.* FSecondly, From what has been ſaid we 
may be inform'd of the Uſefulneſs of Af. 
2 fictions and Troubles. They often rouze 
and awaken--ſtupid, - ſleepy Souls, and 


ſtir them up to ſome ſerious Thoughts 


0 about a future World, and a future Judg= 
ment. They are often ſent by God on 


this very Errand ; and few are fo har-- 
dened and obſtinate, as not to be in ſome 
Meaſure touch d and affected in the Hour 
. of. 
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of their Trouble. In Adverſity Men be. ful 
gin 10 conſiders Ailliftions awaken and Þ 775 
fix the Thoughts and Attention, and of. 

ten bring thoſe Perſons to the Those 

and Remembrance of God, who had a/ 
along forgot him, and not had him in all {oi 
their Thoughts before': So that they now or 
feek lum curly perhaps, who never knew de 
before what it was to ſeek him at all — be 
In this Senſe and Reſpect their Reins mn | C 


Arat rem in the Night Seaſons, pſal. fe 
xvi. 7. \ Vaal tl 
þ ; 0 


Proſperity and Pleaſure oſten diſtract i 
de Mind, and ſet Men beſide themſelves, 
whilſt Afflictions and Troubles bring | N 
| them to themſelves, and to their Senſes i 1 
again. When Men are ſet on high, their 
Heads are too apt to turn giddy, and in 
their exalted State they forget their God 
and themſelves. But when they are 
brought down and ſet low, they become 
n more reaſonable and thought- 
| | tal, 


4 „bee %. ©. 
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| vec 2 Wal, and direct and aim their Thoughts 
and re when they thowſrloes are placd 


of. lauer. TIL a mel 3 de ic 2209 
| all © Tis true, ſome, obſtinate Wretches are 


all ſometimes only driven; by: their Afflicti- 
low | ons into a greater Exceſs, and dy their 
ew | deſperate Wickedneſs and Blaſphemies 
— begin their Hell upon Earth. We have 
"| ſome ſuch. melancholy- Inſtances , ſome! 
Cal, | few ſuch ſad and woful Examples as 
i * theſe, But this is a Caſe that does not 
5 often occur; nor are many ſuch deſpe- 
4 b A rate Wretches' nde out * of Hell. 
es, l 
| : 8 (as I 1 Penny in the Fane 
| Chapter) Diſtreſs, Danger and Trouble; 
eir generally put People upon laying them- 
in , ſelves under ſtronger Ties and Obligati- 
od ons to be the Servants of the moſt High, 
re and to ſerve him in a better Manner: 
ne And ſuch Vows and Reſolutions may be 
t- of uſe: And though too often, alas ! neg» . 
l, lected 


Wo | 
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lected by thoſe who have made them G0 
(as I have alſo ſnewn before) yet ſome- 
times they leave a laſting Imprefſion be- the 
hind them, and are never forgot by fome | 
whilſt the Life that was reſtor'd is con- ch 
timed to them. Now, where this i is the "th: 
| Caſe, rhey have good Reaſon to join th 
| with the Pfſalmiſt, and fay, It war good 
WW for ne that T was affified. How many | 
have had Reaſon to bleſs God all their ti 
Life time for duch and ſuch an Affi. 11 
n 2 Es . 


| 


It hits oft been obſerv'd, that even 
WW Perſecution it ſelf has done good to Re- © v 
| Iigion, which has proſper d and ſpread it x b 
| * elf even under this Preſſure, eſpecially / v 
as to the Life and Porver of it. How 9 f 
due is it, that in the Time of the 
Churches Troubles, there was more Re- 


gion, though fewer Pryfeſſors We are 
apt to fay, when we think or read of the | 


Sufferings of the rightcons Servants of 


| , 
3 God, 


1 
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3 2 od, that theſe were melancholy Times 
indeed! But may we not juſtly ſay, that 
the preſent Times are more melancholy 


than theſe were? As much more melan- 
choly as it is to ſee Religion it ſelf ſuffer, 


than to ſee others ſuffer, or be our ſelves f 
the Sufferers for it. | 


( 


— 


If then Afllictions, and even Perſecu- 
tion it ſelf, be of ſo much Service to Re- 
ligion, and ſuch real Uſe to them who. 
4; | profeſs it, then this ſhould make us more 
| ; eaſy and patient under any ſuch 'Trou- 7 
= bles. And, indeed, it is our Intereſt, as 
| i well as our Duty, to be patient in Tri- = 


„) — 


r 


= 


9 2 


r 


bulation. When we are in the Depths, ll 
ve by ſtrugling only plunge our ſelves i 
W ſo much the deeper. 1 


Thirdly, We may take Occaſion from 
hence to obſerve, how little a ſplendid 
Profeſſion, fair Words or big Promiſes,  : 
will avail or ſignify where there are no 
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anſwerable Performances. 
Lamp is of little Uſe, if it be unfurniſh'd | 
with Oil. God will not regard your 
Promiſe, but your Performance. Your * 


' promiſing to ſerve God, and your pro- 
fing to know him, is all to no purpoſe, | 
if you ſtill continue in your Works to de- 
my bim. The Tree is known by it. 
Fruits. The Heart can never be pure, | 
I know k 1 


where the Hands are not clean. 
Jome pretend that their Hearts are good, 


A beautiful N 


F 
7 
* 


8 


though their Lives and Converſations be 


bad; but this is abſurd in it ſelf, and in- 5 


conſi ſtent with the expreſs Declarations of | 
the Scripture to the contrary. 


Nor does true Religion conſiſt in haſty | 
Fits or Flaſhes, but is of a more con- 


ſtant, abiding Nature: The Seed of true 


Grace abides in the Heart in which it is 


once ſown, 
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Tis ſometimes, indeed, hard to di- 
ſtinguiſh between thoſe Reſolutions and 
” Promiſes that are truly ſincere, and thoſe 
that are not; or between a haſty Flaſh, 
and a real Change of Heart, But, how- 

ever, the Difference is eaſily known by 
the Fruits and Effects, where there is 
* Time and Opportunity for it. A real 
Change of Heart is follow'd by a real 
and viſible Change of Life, when | Life 
is continu'd ; for a good Heart and a bad 
| 4 Life (as I have wh; now ſaid) are by no 


; 
L 
„ 
£ 


1 


whatever ſome may vainly pretend. And 

when the Change within is not real and 
true, no wonder if the Fruits and Effects, 
; 2 which appear without, be not laſting nor 
uniform. 


= It Vows and Promiſes, even when 
made with much ſeeming Earneſtneſs, 
ver true Religion, few: dying Perſons 

G. 2.. but 
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but would be truly Religious. But 
alas! the contradictory Lives and Addi. 
ons of many, who ſurvive their Dang? 
or Illneſs, do plainly demonſtrate bor 


little theſe are to be depended on. 


I am not willing to carry this Matter 
to ſo great a Length as ſome others hav: 


done, or to aſſert the Impoſſibility of 2 


Death-bed Repentance; that is, ſuch a; 


is ſincere, and will be ſaving. I ſee no * 
Grounds, either from Scripture, or the 
Nature of the Thing, thus to limit the 
Grace of God, as if it could not, even 
upon a Death-bed, truly and throughly 
ſanctify a Soul, and make it fit for Hea- 


4 
< |.” 0 
* 322 3 


ven, when there may be no Room not 


Opportunity upon Earth for bringing 


forth the genuine Fruits of ſuch a San- * 


ctiſcation. An unfruitful Tree may 
by proper Methods be made really 
good, and ſuch as would bring forth 1 
good Fruit at the proper Seaſon, and 

yet 
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75 yet be cut down before that Seaſon 
inger Y — 

”_ But, however, though a: Death-bed' 

| Repentance may ſometimes be ſincere ;- 

yet all agree, that this is very rare. The: 
83 beſt way is in Time of Health, and 
þ ſeeming Safety, to bring forth Fruits: 
$16 meet for Repentance, and thereby to 
N make it appear, that you have more Re- 

e nol 


+ . ligion than what conſiſts only in large 
Profeſſions and Promiſes, flowing from 
your. Fear and Apprehenſions of Danger. 
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= thee in thy Danger and Trouble, and 
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EESEERIERDERDEGS 
r. V. 


fut Performance of Vows made in \ 
Frouble, enforced by proper Argu- 


ments or Mott VEL. 


” if thou in any Trouble 
>? haſt made any Vows and 
Promiſes to God, I would 

| now, in his Name, call upon 
thee to pay them unto him. Oh! join | 
with the Palmiſt and ſay, I will pay thee 
wy Vows which my Lips have utter d, 
and my Mouth hath ſpoken when Iwas 1 
in Trouble. Has God been gracious to i 


canſt thou be unmindful of him, fo un- 
grateful to him, as not to pay what thou 
didſt vow and promiſe to him? 


Me 
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we many Times, indeed, hear great 
: Promiſes made in a Time of Trouble, but 
may we not well fay to ſuch Perſons, in 
th. f ſuch Caſes, as God did to the People of 
in 7 Iraet, Deut. v. 29. O that there was a 
” 1 Heart in you to perform them! O that all 


your Promiſes were follow d with pun- 
r ual and ſpeedy Performances! Vote, 
ble ] and pay unto the Lord your God, Pal, 
WE lxxvi. 11. Pay thy Vows unte tbe 4 
d High, Pal. I. 14. 


2n 
in #8 Though we have too many Inſtances 
22 of Failure, and Breach of Promiſe, yet 
7 3 on the other Hand, we have ſome 
„ Examples of a faithful Performance; as 


in the Pſalmiſt, and Jonah, &c. and 
theſe are worthy of our Imitation, Pſal. 
xxii. 25. and Pal, cxvi. 1 Ja 
W is 9, &c. | 


. 


And I have known ſome later Inſtan. ö 
ces too, of Perſons eminent in Religion? 
and Uſefulneſs, who being firſt 4 | 
ken'd by Danger or Trouble, to ſome! 
folemn Engagements, did, through di. 
vine Grace, ſtick to theſe Engagements 
through the whole Courſe of their Lives. 
That thou, Reader, mayſt imitate theſe | 
Examples ; conſider, 


' Firſt, That it is God you have vow'd 
and promis d to, and it is every way fit 
and reaſonable, that amo him the Vow 1 N 
ſhould be penform d, Pſal. Ixv. 1. That 
Exhortation in the fiftieth Pſalm 14%. F 
Pay thy FYows umo the Mosr Hicn, Þ 1 
ſeems to have a very ſtrong. Argument 

couch ' d up in it; It is the moſt high GO 
you hape vowed munto,. and therefore muſt 
not go back, So Fephthah argues 
Base opend my Mouth uNro THE 
Lok p, and 1 cannot go back, Judges 
Wed, 1 xi 
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xi. 35. The Vow is not made to a deaf 
and blind Idol, that could neither Hear 
4 your Vow, nor ſee your Performance; 
but to the true and living God, an omnt- 
ſcient, and an omnipotent Being. And 
will you then preſume to violate this 
# your Engagement to him? See the Rea- 
dineſs with which the poor blinded Ido- 
lators paid the Vows they made to their 
poor helpleſs Idols, and be thereby 
ſham'd into a faithful Performance of 
yours to the true God, and the moff 
High. 1 have hinted before at their uſu- 
al Declaration upon their votive Altars, 
that they paid their Vow deſernedly, 
willingly, and chearfully. Libens, Lu- 
bens, Merito And we read of 
ſome in the Scripture, who were very 
ready and keen to perform their idola- 
trous Vows to the Queen of Heaven, 
Fer. xliv. 25, —— We will ſurely per- 
| form our Vows that we have vow'd, to 
* burn Incenſe to the Oneen of Heaven, — 
How 
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How great a Shame then and Reproach N 

muſt it be to you, if you are not more Par 
firmly determined to pay your Vows to mu 
the true King of Heaven, the Lord of cel 
Hofts ? There is a dreadful Threatning | [hat 
againſt thoſe, who were ſo much bent | 5 
upon paying their Vows to the Queen 
of Heaven, e. That God would watch 
over them for Evil and not for Good, 
Ver. 27. But if you pay your Vows i 
to the true God, you may be encourag'd 


to hope, that hell watch over you only m 
for Good. If you neglect to perform your hi 
E al 


Vows, you may then have juſt Reaſon 
to be afraid of meeting with the ſame | 
Judgment here threaten'd to be inflicted | 


upon theſe idolatrous Perſons, ſince you it 
deſerve it as highly as they. f 

Again, conſider how the Caſe ſtands, : 
when Vows and Promiſes are made to 


Men, our Fellow Creatures, how odious 


are thoſe, when-not attended or accom- 


cacti Vows in Trouble. 7¹ 
le with proper Performances? How 
much, and how deſervedly, are thoſe de- 
d | enfu, treacherous Perſons, deſpis'd and 
© hated by all, who ſpeak fair to every 
Body, but do good to none? or, Who 
are very free and liberal in their Promi- 
ſes, but very ſparing in their Perform- 
ance ? But how much, yea, how infinite- 
u worſe muſt it be, when Men deal 
g 4 thus with God, their Creator? How 
much more katefil and vile in it ſelf, and 


1 i 

wr bow much more dangerous to thoſe who 
on are chargeable with it? 

me | 

g How much more hateful and vile muſt 


it be to deal treacherouſly, and-perfidi-- 
ouſly with God, our kindeſt Benefactor, 
our great Creator, and great Deliverer, 
than to deal ſo with our fellow Crea 


8 tures? It is to add the greateſt Ingratitudt 
* to the greateſt Falſhood, and ſo to make it 
q a Complication of the blackeſt Crimes. 
1 And how baſe is it to prove unfaithful ti 


that 
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that God who never was, nor can be tak 
unfaithful to any? If all Men be Liar, NW. 
God will be faithful and true, Rom, of 
ii. 4. Men may deal fal/ly in bis Co- 
venant, Pal. xliv. 7. But God cannot, | 
will not, deal falſly with any. He will 
not ſafer his Faithfulneſs to fail, Pſal. 
Izxxix. 3 3. If he even corrects his Chil- out 
dren, or a Midts his Servants, it is in d 
Faithfulneſs to them, Pſal. cxix. 75. pe! 
And will you then prove Falſe to that 
God, who himſelf is eternally and un- A 
changeably Faithful and True ? 3 


Beſides, it muſt be unſpeakably more | 
dangerous to deal falſly with your Crea- | 
tor, than to deal ſo with any of your Fel- i 
low Creatures. We may deal perfidiouſ- 4 
ly with Men at a much eaſier Rate than 
we can do with God: For they may not 
diſcern our Deceit, or not be able to 
avenge it. But God knows all our deceit- 
ful Dealings with him, and can caſily 
take 


2 
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3 take Vengeance on thoſe that are guilty. 
rs, we can no more get beyond the Reach 
& Jof his Arm, than we can get out of the 
Reach of his Eye. As God cannot be 
; deceiv'd, and will not be mocked, ſo he 
will ſooner or later reckon in a terrible 
Manner with all thoſe who deal perfidi- 
© ouſly with him, that is, with all thoſe 
who have vow'd and promis'd, but never 
= pcrform'd, | 


= If then, Reader, thou haſt made any 
Vous to God in thy Danger or Trouble, 
and now art beginning to waver ; endea- 
vour to fix thy Reſolutions by expoſtu- 
4. lating with thy ſelf, after ſome ſuch 

3 Manner as this. © Remember, O my 
u- soul, that the Yows of God are upon 
oy © © thee; in my late Diſtreſs and 'Trouble 

© © I came under Engagements to the moſ# 
to High, Topen'd my Mouth to the Lord, 
and how then can I, how dare I 
ly i < go back? O, my Soul, thou haſt 
| H «c (up- 
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« ( upon that Occaſion ) {aid unto 2 
Tora, thou art my Lord, (Pfal. xvi. " » 
& And now when enlarg'd, and ſet at 1 5 
e berty, ſhall J forget my great : . 
« verer, and negle& all my Vows and . 
* Promiſes to him? Would I not bluſh 2 
< to deal thus with my Friend or my ee 
& Neighbour, and can I deal thus with 
_ © my Creator without Shame and Re. 6c 
* morſe? f I forget him, and deal 
« fal/ly in his Covenant ; if my Heart a 


K now turned back from him, and ny * 
ce Steps decline from his Way, ſhall ni 
* God ſearch it out? And how then Bl 
S© ſhall I be able at another Day to loo 5 
4e my Judge in the Face? What Con- m 
6 fuſion and Horror muſt then ſieze upon un 
ce me, when I ſhall ſee the Books open d, Y | in 


* herein all my black Ingratitude and 
e 'Treachery ſtand upon Record again 
e me, and the Almighty arm'd with] 
& Vengeance againſt me for it? O! whi-| 


ther ſhall I then flee from bis Preſence: 'l 
cc In 


* 


* 
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= * In vain ſhall I /ay zo the Mountains 
= © and Rocks, fall upon me, and bide me 
„ from the Face of him that ſitteth on the 
" 1 „ Throne, Rev. vi. 16. For if they 
„ ſhould, at my Cry, fall upon me, they 


and | 

| & could neither hide my Crime from 
) 4 ; . 

, God, nor ſecure me from his Venge- 
my 


10 ce ance, When therefore this great Day 
1 1 7 . 
8 = © of bis Wrath is come, how ſhall I be 


war i “able to ſtand? Ver. 17, 
1 = LSecondly, Conſider, that not to pay 
„i what you vow'd in your Trouble, is the 


—"— 
— 

— 
WW 
ws 


way to have your Trouble (both in- 
4 ward and outward) renewed and aggra- 
© vated, unleſs God, in a way of Judg- 
ment, ſuffer you to be eaſy ; and this is 
unſpeakably worſe. Your perfidious Deal- 
ing with God is fo highly provoking to 
him, that you may juſtly expect to be in- 
volvd in the like or greater Trouble 
again, And will it not add a heavy 
Load to your Trouble, to remember the 
H 2- Vows » 
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diſcourage you, either from making any, 


expecting any Deliverance from him? 


he had not long before vouchſaf d ſome 


. deftroy d them who believed not 


you anſwer him? Muſt you not be con- 


he 


Vows and Promiſes you made in your 1 
former Afflictions, and how groſly or en- 
tirely you fail'd in the Performance off 
them? What a Damp will this ſtrike in. 
to your Mind 2 And how much muſt 'Y 


further Application to God for Relief, or 


Remember that it is no unuſual Thing, 
for God to inflict, even ſome remarkable 
Judgments, on perfidious Perſons, or de- 
ceitful Apoſtates; even though, perhaps, 


remarkable Deliverances to them. Jude 


5. The Lord having ſaved the Peopli | 


gut of the Land of Egypt, gk: ah 


And if God ſhould riſe up, and thus gi. 2 
fit you, what would you do? What could 


ſtrain'd to acknowledge, That he is ju- | 
Sify d when he ſpeaketh, and clear when 


h 


17 


g F 
* 
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he judeeth, Pſal. li. 4. Even though he 
iat hard Things, and pronounceth 
x off Ja ſevere Sentence againſt you, all is /eſs 


youlſ 1 
en. 


e in. * than your Jniquity 7 4} reachery de- 
uſt i erde. 

any | BER BEER - - | 
, Or | II aſter that you have liſted your ſelves 
> [| under Chriſt's Banner, and folemnly 


# vow d and engag'd to follow him as the 
hing, Captain of your Salvation, you baſely 
able deſert and run away from him, how juſt 
de- is it for God to ſhoot his Arrows even 
aps, | azainſt you? And how terrible muſt thoſe 
ome Arrows be, that are ſhot by an almighty 
Arm, and I may ſay, dippd in Poiſon 
too? How dreadful, indeed, muſt their 
ras Caſe be, in whom thoſe Arromes flies 
— Fals, Pal. xxxviii. without any hopes of 
. Eaſe or Relief? That almighty Arm 
uld Þ alone which ſhot them can pluck them 

o N out; but you'll then have no Reaſon o 
expect that it ſhould, You are much 
en more likely then to have Occaſion to fay, 
H 3 The 
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The Poiſon of the Arrows of the A. 3 
The ; b 
Terrors of God do ſet themſelves in ar. 3 


mighty drinketh- np my Spirits. 


ray againſt me, Job vi. 4. 


Li 


If Danger of immediate Death was 


(as it uſually is). the Caſe in which you 
made your Vows: and Promiſes to God, 
you'll do well to\conſider, that the Time 
will quickly come again, when you'll 


not only fear or apprehend your ſelves 
to be'dying, but really ſhall be ſo, And | 
What Comfort can you then hope for, if 
you baſely violate all the ſolemn Vows 
and Ties you are under ? 


4 
. Ton! pay the Vows you made under 


2 Troubles, if you would have Sup- 
Port and Comfort under thoſe that are to 
and eſpecially, if you would have 
+ Eaptor: when you lie on a Death-bed. 


* 22 


Were 


Were you not abundantly convinc d 
under your laſt Apprehenſions of ap- 
proaching Death and Eternity, that there 
was no Comfort to be had but what 
came from the Favour of God? And did 
you not then. ſee juſt Reaſon to wiſh, 
that you had been more faithful to him ? 
And will you then yet again be perfidi- 
ous to him? Diſregarding that awful 
Declaration, — F any Man draw back, 
my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him, 
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Heb. x. 38. 7. e. muſt conceive the great- 


eſt Indignation and Diſpleaſure againſt | 


him. 


, 
4 
4 


This leads me to the next Conſiq 
ration, which has ſome Affinity with 


I have juſt. been diſeourſing. Tua = | 


fo oy 
hea a Fir I | 
; 7 — 1 5 


Thirdly, Conſider, that the bel Pie "oY [ 


EE 


paration for alter wann is theHaſth-. 8 1 
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ful Performance of the ſolemn Vows and 
Promiſes that were made under thoſe 
that are paſt, And this eſpecially is the 
beſt way to prepare for a Death · bed; 
this is the way, under any future 'Trou- 
bles, to have the Teftimony of your. Con- 
ſciences, which is the only ground. of Re- 
joicing, and which will enable you to 
rejoice in Tribulation. Oh! happy they, 
indeed, even in the midſt of all their Af- 
flictions, who are conſcious to themſelves 
of having walk d in /amplicity and godly 
Sincerity, not by fleſbly Miſdom, but by the 
Grace of Cod. Bleſſed are they, indeed, 
who agreeably to, and in purſuance of, 
the folemn Vows and Promiſes they 
made in paſt Troubles, can in their next 
Afflictions addreſs themſelves to God, as 
good Hezekiab, and ſay, Remember 
wow, O Lord, I beſeech thee, bow I 
bave-walk'd before thee in Truth, and 


3 wd a perfect Heart, and have, done 
= a which is good in thy ſight, Ila. 


xxxviii. 
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xxxviii. 3. Then may they in their 
Troubles remember God (Pfal. xlvi. 2.) 
with Satisfaction and Pleaſure, and when 
greatly diſtreſs'd encourage themſelves iu 
him, even in him who is the Father of 
Mercies, and the God of all Comforts 
But if you have baſely violated, and per- 


fidiouſly broke through all the ſolemn 


Obligations you, in your laſt Troubles, 
had laid your ſelves under; Oh! what 


Horror muſt ſeize and poſſeſs your Souls, 


when you find your ſelves involy'd in the 
like Troubles again! You may then, in- 
deed, Remember God and be troubled; 
as beholding his Power and Juſtice arm'd 


againſt you; and now, perhaps, expect- 
ing to be quickly call'd by him to an 
awful Account, for all your rude Affronts 


offer d to him, and for all your treaches 
rous Dealings with him. 


And to whom will you then ery ſow 
Relief? That God who alone can fave 


you, 
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you, will not hear you: He is, indeed, a 1 
God Bearing Prayer, but he hears not 
Summers. The Prayers of ſuch wicked, | 
deceitful, treacherous Perſons as you, 
muſt be an Abomination to him. Vea, 
with what Face can you go to God, un- 
der new Troubles, when you have acted 
ſuch a Part after your Deliverance out of 
your former? or, What can you expect 
but a ſevere Repulſe and Denial from 
Gode Mayn't he juſtly fay to you, In 
your laſt Troubles you called upon me, 
e and I anſwer'd you; you cried to me 
for Deliverance, and I wrought it for 
you; you, before the Deliverance, ſo- 
* lemnly vow'd and promis'd to do great 
* Things for my Honour, but after it, 
. quickly forgot both me and all the 
© Vows you had made. Now then, 
«© when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh are come 
pon you again, go where, and to 
* whom you will, for :hough you ſhonld 
© call upon me, I will not anſwer ; tho" 
| ou 
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« you ſhould ſeek me early, you ſhall nat 
ce find me. 


Preſent Paiment of Vows. is the way 
| to obtain future Deliverances. The Con- 
nexion is remarkable in Pſal. I. 14, 15. 
Pay thy Vows unto the moſt. high God,, 
aud call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 
8 1 will deliver thee — On the other, 
hand, Apoſtacy, or the groſs Violation 
of your former ſolemn Vows and En- 
gagements, is the moſt likely way both 
to bring new Troubles upon you, and to 
be utterly abandon'd and forſaken by God 
when you are in them. 


Or if the Breach and Violation ſhould 
not be total, but the Failures very great, 
whilſt ſomewhat of Truth and true Re- 
ligion do {till remain at the bottom: Yet 
how will the Conſciouſneſs of theſe damp 
and diſcourage even the ſerious. Soul in 


its after Applications to God under the 
like 


not theſe ſolemn Vows and Promiſes, 
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like preſſing Neceſſities ? If they be tru- 
ly ſerious in the main, yet how will this || 
cloud and obſcure their Evidences, and. 
fill their Souls with Darkneſs, Doubts ad 
and Fears ? Well then remember, that | 
a Time of Trouble will come again; this it. 
you may certainly reckon upon. And if 
in your next Diſtreſs and Trouble you 
would haye the Comfort you wanted, or 
more than you had in your laſt, O! pay 
the Vows to God which your Mouths 
have ſpoken, and your Lips have utter d 
when you were in Trouble. 
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Furt hiy, Conſider, if you perform 
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== you had better never have made them. 
=-So fays Solomon expreſly, Eccleſ. v. 5. 


= Better it is that thou Shouldeſt not cor, 


4 7 3 


= Zhan that thou ſhouldeſt vow and not pay. 
WE For if the Thing be indifferent in it ſelf, 
3 E 5 then not to vow was no Sin, though it 
1 a great one to break the Vow What 
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trus made. And if the Thing vow'd be 


this F what, previous to the Vow, was really 
and neceſſary; yet by making the Vow we 
1brs {add to the Obligation, and therefore en- 
hat I creaſe our Guilt, if afterwards we negle& 
this it. And the whole Obligation continues 
1 if I in full force, whatever our Temper and 
„ou Carriage be. Whether we faithfully 
or perform, or baſely negle& our Vows, 


our Obligations to a faithful Performance 
continue the ſame, and we are accord- 
ingly anſwerable for every Neglect and 
Violation of them, We can't break theſe 
8 Bands aſunder, nor caſt away theſe 
m IM Cords from us, though we ſhould caſt of 
« all Senſe of them, and all Care and C ] 
b. cern about them, 1 
1 


But beſides the additional Guilt ariſing 


ing too from the greater temporal Evils 


from ſuch ungrateful Returns, your tpi 
I ritual 


- 
* . — 


from your Unfaithfulneſs, and abſtrac I 


which you have Reaſon to apprehena 2 
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ritual Condition will, upon other Ae. 
counts, be render d ſo much the worſe 


there will be far leſs hopes of your aft 


Repentance, or of any future Amend) 5 


ments. The more, and the oftner, youff * 


Heart has been melted and foftned, i 


you ſuffer it to harden again, twill eren 
ſo much harder than ever. And that 
which has been twice dead is fo much 
the leſs likely to revive or recover; 


thro 


nd 


Youll be more harden'd in Sin, and I ot 
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There is nothing that has a more direct 1 
Tendency to draw down upon our Souls 
that dreadfulleſt of Judgments, a judici- 
al Hardneſs of Heart, than ſuch Un- 
faithfulneſs and Treachery as this. Oh! =” 
be afraid of ſo tremendous a Judgment as 
this, and ſhew that you are ſo, by pay-|i 


ing faithfully what you have vow d 0 
* to the moſt High. 
Nh, Conſider (what I n hint- 


red at before) that to neglect, or break 
| through 
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r Ae: through ſuch Vows as you have come 
vorſe inder, is to add the (greateſt Ingratitude 
| and the vileſt Treachery, which muſt make 
aſteſſ 3 Pp a complicated Crime of the blackeſ? 
nend Nature. VHigratum dixeris & omnia 
you + zixeris, Call a Man ungrateful and you 
ed, Fj all him all that's bad. And what great- 
roull r Ingratitude can there be, than to prove 
thai o unfaithful to one, who has been fo 
nel 1 indful of you, and ſo gracious to you + 
over Nan a pertidious Violation of your ſo- 
lire Wcmn Vows to God, be a proper or ſuit- 
souls ble Return to him, for the great Deli- 
tic; Perance he has wrought for you? Do ye 
Un. J Bus requite the Lord, O fooliſh People 
Oh! $3 nd unwiſe! Has he not done great 
PI Things for you? And will you aſter all 
Day- Pour great Promiſes do nothing for him & 
or O Heavens! and give Ear 0 
| arth ! and be aſtoniſh'd at this horrid 
Ingratitude! (/a. i. 2. and Fer. ii. 12.) 

nt. (ow unlike is this to the Temper and 
al; Conduct of the People of God, as is de- 


I 2 ſcrib'd 


88 Vows in Trouble. 


ferid'd Pſal. xliv. 17, 18. © All this is 
come upon us, yet bave we not forgot. 
de ten thee, neither have we dealt fal 
e in thy Covenant —— Our Heart is nu 


* turneu back, neither hace our Steps 
* declind from thy way though 
* thou baft fare broken ug, &c." God 
had involv'd them in Diftreſs and Trou- 
ble, and had chang d their Proſperity in- 


to Adverſity: Inſtead of Victory, and] 


their wonted Succeſs, they now only 
met with ſhameful and great Diſappoint- 
ments —— Yet amidſt all thoſe Trials, 
even under ſuch a Change as this, they 
remain'd conſtant and true to God and 
his Covenant. O! how ſhould this 
Temper and Conduct ſhame and reproyc 
theſe ungrateful, perfidious Perſons, who 


act ſo much the reverſe, who, when 


God has chang'd their State ſo much for 
the better, according to their own earneſt 


Requeſt and Deſire, prove unfaithful to 


— and their moſt ſolemn Vows and 
Cove- 
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Covenant with him! All that Trouble 
came upon the People of God of old, 
and yet they dealt not faſſh in the C- 
genaunt, But you, when ſuch ſignal De- 
liverances from Diſtreſs and Trouble have 
been vouchſaf d unto. you, when all this 


Mercy is come upon you, yet you prove 
falſe and unfaithful. 


Sixthly, Conſider, your Failure in the 
Performance of your Vows will betray 
your Hypocriſy, and ſhew, that how 
carneſt ſoever you ſeemd to be when 
you made them, yet you were not truly 
ſincere. For an actual Performance 
(when there is an Opportunity) is the 
only ſufficient Evidence of a prevailing 
Sincerity. The Truth and Goodneſs of 
the Tree is known by its Fruits, Wha 


and Where there is Opportunity of 
I 3 _ Ling 


will ever believe that Man to have been 
ſincere in his Promiſes, that fails utter 
in his Performance of them, even.when_ 


go Pops in Frouble. 


King them good? And what is it that * 
makes the Sincerity of Death-bed Vow; i 15 
and Promiſes fo much (and, alas! ſo 
juſtly ) ſuſpected, but the frequent and : 
general Failure of thoſe whom God is 
pleas'd'to reſtore or recover from /uch 
Hain as they took to be the Pains of 
Death, or ſuch Illneſs as they fully be- 
hev'd was, the Forerunner of the Grave? 
And will you then, by acting the ſame 
Part, contribute to the Encreaſe of the 
= Suſpicion or Jealouſy ? Should you your 
elves repeat your Vows and Engage- 
ments, when God renews your Danger 
and Troubles, how much Reafon do you 
| * gereby give both to others and your 
ſelves to ſuſpect your Sincerity ? Will 
err Conscience fly in your Face, 
12 and tow tan you avoid ſaying, I vow'd e 
| 13 8 1 3 a like Occaſion with much f. 


3 MN Kſeerwarc! difcover d my fifa! h 
7285 * RY. . groſs Neglect, and 
3 Un- 
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& Unconcernedneſs about my Perfor-- 
* mance of the Vows I had made, and 
cc how can I now expect that either God 
« or Man will regard what I ſay? How 
ce can others, or how can even I my ſelf 
believe my ſelf to be fincere ? 


"Tis true, there may be Failures, too 
great Failures, even in thoſe who con- 
tinue in the main to be ſincere. Bar, 1 
even in this Caſe, ſuch Fallures il 9 
needs create a great many Doubts and 
Fears, perplex and diſcourage the Sous, 
and give the Perſons juſt Occaſion ti 
queſtion their Sincerity, and the Truth 4 
of their Grace. If therefore you woull 
keep all Matters eaſy and clear ber 
God and your Souls, let me adi auc 
entreat you to be very pune aud 85 
faithful in the Payment of yous Vous, A 
the moſt High. Any Neglect 0 . oj \ 
lures in this reſpe&, thonglif nos grou 53 
enough to r the Want of * Rok 
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on, may yet be ſufficient to make you 
walk heavily, and in Darkneſs all your 
Life, and even to go down to the Grave 
with Sorrow. 


4 Seventhly, Conſider, how great a Diſ- 
credit and Diſſervice you do to Religi- 


on, when you forget all, your ſolemn 


=. Vows you made in your Troubles, and 


3 thought of Rough you, By reaſon of 


throw all theſe Engagements behind 
your backs. How do you hereby pro- 
vide for the Triumph of the Atheiſt or the 


Infidel, and prepare the way for their 


impious Inſults upon God and Religion? 2 


Ho readily, . perhaps, will ſuch ill-dif- 


poſed Perſons ( againſt all Reaſon and 


& Juſtice) infer from your ſingle Inſtance, that 


all Religion is only the Effect of Fancy 
or Fear ? For, ſay they, when the Ima- 


-gination is ſettled, and their Fear is re- 
moved, we ſee, we hear no more of Re- 


Hgion;; thus Religion is evil ſpoken or 


this 
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this pernicious Pructice, the way of 
Truth, the good, old, and true way of 
Religion, is evil ſpoken of, 2 Pet. ii. 2. 
This is to lay a ftumbling Bloc in the 
way of others, and to give Offence in the 
very worlt Senſe; and, wo indeed be to 
them by whom ſich Offences do come! 
Wo be to thee, O Reader, it thou art 
juſtly chargeable with it! 


Eighthly, Conſider, how much it is 
your Intereſt, as well as Duty, faithfully 
to pay the Vows you have made. For 
what have you vow'd to be or do, but 
what tends to your Happineſs, or where- 
in your true Felicity does altogether, or 
in a great Meaſure conſiſt ? And can 
you be too faſt bound to your own Hap- 
pineſs 2 Or would you fo much as deſire 
to be releasd from ſuch Obligations ? 
Why ſhould you defire or endeavour to 
break theſe Bands afunder, or caſt theſe © 8 
Gords from you, which only tie you cloſe” i 
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to your God and to your Happineſs ? 
Are not they, and they only, Bleſſed, 
who have the Lord for their God and 
their Portion? Happy are they that are 
in ſuch a Condition; yea, Bleſſed are 
they whoſe God is the Lord! And what 
was the Sum and Subſtance of all your 
Vows and Engagements? Was it not to 
avouch the Lord for your God? Oh! 
be more concern'd for Grace and Strength 
to perform theſe Obligations, than deſi- 
rous of being releas'd from them. For 
your Intereſt and Happineſs is in the Per- 
formance, your Ruin and Miſery in the 
caſe, 


tt Conſider and weigh theſe, and ſuch 
other Arguments as may be offer'd to en- 
force the Performance of this Duty, The 
Payment of your Vows to God. Be dif- 
poſed and ready to receive ſuch Motives, 
and ſuitable Impreſſions from them. 
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Containing ſome Directions concerning 


the beſt Method of performing theſe 
Lows, and the beſt Helps to ſuch 


a Performance. 


5 Am now come to the laſt 
Thing which I propos d in 


my Method, and that I ſhall: 
= diſpatch in a very ſmall Com- 


paſs. 


Direct. I. Often reflect upon your paſt 
Troubles, the Vows you then made, and 
the Frame and 'Temper you were in when 
you made them ; thus labour to keep a 
conſtant, lively Senſe of theſe Things 
upon your Minds. Whether you ſee fit 
to record theſe Things in Writing, or no, 


at leaſt write and record them deep upon 
2 i your 


Vows in Trouble. 


your Hearts and Conſciences. Be often 
thinking, remembring, and ſaying, Thy 
Vous are upon me, O God, Pal. 
Ivi. 12, 


And let every Occurrence that has in 
it-ſelf any Aptneſs or Tendency to revive 
the Memory of theſe Vows, and the 
Senſe of the Obligation reſulting from 
them, be carefully improv'd, and apply'd 
to. this Purpoſe, We find in Scripture, 
that even inanimate Creatures are ſome- 
times figuratively call'd upon as Witneſ⸗ 
ſes in ſuch Caſes as theſe: However, 
they may certainly be us'd as Memorials 
or Remembrancers to us; we may well 
upon ſuch Occaſions, © In this Room, 
1 or on this Bed (which I then believ'd 
# 1 wWoculd be my Death-bed) or in this 
0 hp: 7 and the other Circumſtance, I made 

$a bY -— Vows to God, and how 
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« bly awaken'd again and revivd ?“ It 
is obſerv'd and ſupposd, that Jacob 
delay'd the Performance of the ſolemn 
Vow he had made in Gen. xxviii. till 
another Occurrence rouz'd and excited 
him to the Payment thereof, iz. his 
Call to go up to Bethel, the Place where 
he had made the Vow. The mention of 
this refreſh'd his Memory, and renew'd 
his Reſolution and Zeal, Gen. xxxv. 1. 
Then Jacob ſaid, Let us ariſe and go up 
o Bethel, and I will make there an Al- 
tar unto God, who anſwer d me in the 
Day of my Diſtreſs, and was with me 
in the way which I went, Ver. 3. 


At leaſt our Friends, Relations and 
Acquaintances, may be uſeful this way 
if they would be faithful Monitors g 
and we ſhould make it our Requelſh to 
them, that they would be ſo ae 
good Book adapted to the Ocodfign;; may, 
be of Service, and help to. > Ws up, Be 

K _—_—_—_— EE” 
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freſh the dying Flame. Reader, may 
this thou now haſt in thy Hand Een for 
this purpoſe ! 


Direct. II. Endeavour to arm your 
ſelves well againſt the 'Temptations you 
may be ſure of meeting with from the 
World. Particularly reſolve , through 
Grace, not to be jeer'd or banter'd out of 
all Senſe of Religion by your former 
wicked Companions, I remember one 
whom I formerly knew, being at Sea, 
and in ſome Danger, expreſs'd ſome 
Concern about his paſt Life and a future 
World: But when he was afterwards 
banter'd about it by his Acquaintance, 
and particularly by ſome, who were in 
the ſame Ship and Danger with him, 
(but had been more hardy) he was ſo 
far from reſolving to make good any 
Engagements he had come under upon 
> chat Decaſion, that he ſeem'd willing to 


ae all that he a ſaid on that Head, 
if 


if 
He 
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if they who then rally'd him upon that 
Head had not been themſelves Ear Wit- 
neſſes to it. 


This may farther convince us, how 
neceſſary it is to have ſome Friends that 
will be faithful Monitors upon ſuch an 
Occaſion, to balance the Oppoſition or 
Impediments that may ariſe from another 


Set of People. 


Direct. III. Depend upon, and pray 
earneſtly for the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit 
of God. Beg that he would concur with 
your Endeavours, and effectually fix a 
due Senſe of theſe Matters as a ſure Nais 
in your Hearts, and that you may obtain 
Merey of him to be faithful. And indeed, 


a lively Senſe, and faithful Performance of 


ſuch Vows, muſt flow from the Grace. 
and Spirit of God, and therefore you 
ſhould depend upon, and pray to him for 


it. And as feryent Prayers uſually ag 
company. 
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company ſuch Vows when made, fo 
Thould they follow them too. We muſt 
be Strangers to our ſelves, and to the 
Freachery of our own Hearts, (that are 
deceitful above all Things, and deſpe- | 
rately wicked) if we truſt to them, and 
not to the Aſſiſtance and Conduct of the | 


Spirit of God, 18 
I am perſwaded, many miſcarry in] Y 
this Matter, by truſting too much to the 8 
Strength of their own Reſolutions, and , 
their own imaginary Power and Abili- Þ * 
ties. This juſtly provokes God to with- | 
draw his needed Aids and Conduct; and n 


then how ſoon do thoſe who are thus c 
forſaken of God, break through the n 


Wi ſtrongeſt Engagements, and throw off Fe 

* all Senſe of Religion, as well as all Senſe . 

„ of the ſolemn Obligations to it, which 

5 they themſelves, when in Trouble, had Fi 

Ws laid themſelves under? And thoſe Reſo- P 
| lutions which they thought were fo hs 


ſtrong, 


o 
nuſt 


the 


arc 


ſpe- 
and 
the 


in 
the 
and 


2 


D 


bil-! 
ith- Þ 


and 
thus 


the 


off 
enſe 
lich 
had 


eſo- 
ſo 


Ng, 


Vows n Trouble. 


101 


ſtrong, as that they never could, or 
would be broken, do ſoon become of no 
force. Uſe therefore your Endeavours, 
but with a due Dependance upon the 
Grace and Spirit of God. Say and re- 
ſolve with the Pſalmiſt, I wilt pay thee 
my Vows. But then add alſo with him, 
—— O do not thou forſake me. Always 
remember, that if you be good or do 
good, it is by the Grace of God that you 
are what you are, and do what you 
do, 


Direct. IV. Let the Performance of 
them be ſpeedy. Solomon is clear and 
full to this Purpoſe. Eccleſ. v. 4. When 
thou voweſt a Vow unto God defer not tg 
pay it, for he hath ns Pleaſure in Fools: 
Pay that which thou baſt cow'd.. Tis 
remarkable, that the wiſe Man ſeems to 
ſpeak of Delay of Payment, and Non» 
payment, as much the ſame, or link d 
nearly together. Many delay the Pays 
K 3 ment 
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ment ef their Vows, juſt as they do their t 


Kepentance and Converlion, under pre- n 
tence of waiting for a more convenient e 
_ Seaſon : But Obſervation and Experience tl 
ſhew, that actually or conſtantly, the © 41 
preſent Time is indeed the moſt conve- I 1 
nient Seaſon : And they who wait for a [: 
more convenient one, ſeldom or never . 
find it at all. at 
| £20 
As amongſt Men, it is a Piece of Inju- V 
+ Tice unneceſſarily to defer the Payment 7 
of a Debt after it is juſtly become due, tl 
and may be, and often is, a great and li 
real Detriment to the Creditor: So we tc 
injure God when we do but even de- re 
lay to pay what is fo juſtly due to X 
him, though we have it rot in our | 7 
Power to make him more or leſs hap- /l 
Fpy; for if we be faithful in the Pay- 
merit of our Vows, if we be Rigbte- 
a, what do we profit him? We make I 
Addition to his eſſential Glory or fa 


Hap -. 
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Happineſs, nor can we make any Dimi- 
nution thereof by with- holding from him 
even that. which is juſtly due: However, 
this does not leſſen our Crime, or the 


Injuſtice of ſuch Delays. And indeed, 
Men uſually paſs on from trifling and de- 
laying, to a total Forgetfulneſs or Neglect. 
Delay will ever render us both 4% able 
and /eſs willing to pay. If therefore 
you would not be rank'd amongſt thoſe 
who are. calld Fools ſo deſervedly, 
pay what you have vow'd; and that 
there may be leſs Danger, leſs Unwil- 
lingneſs, and leſs Inability, defer not 
to pay. We have a Command or Di- 
rection to the ſame Purpoſe, Dent. 
xxiii. 21. I hen thou ſhalt vow .a Vow 
unto the Lord thy God, thou mm not 


lack to pay it. 


Some, after a ſhort Delay come to a 


Determination to give themſelves na 


farther Coucern. about the Payment g 


the 


* [ 
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the Vows they had made: Others un- 

neceſſarily put off the Payment, but 
ſtill retain a faint Deſire and Purpoſe 
to perform. How oddly would the 
Language of ſuch a preceding Sound be, 
When turn'd into Words! © Lord, my 
& firſt Deſign and Deſire is to take a 
ce little more Pleaſure to my ſelf, and 
ee zo do thee ſome farther Injury, and 
& hen to make Amends for all. And 
«& Hope thou wilt, after all, enable 
« me to perform, and accept my Per- 
ce formance.” Amazing Folly indeed 
As if our Lives and Times were in our 
own Hands, and not in God's, and that 
the divine Grace was entirely at our 
Command. 


Direct. V. Let your Performance be 
chearſul and willing. It ought to be as 
much ſo as if you were yet in your 
Trouble, and knew that the Perform- 

ance of what you had promis d, would 
pro- 


— 
o 
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procure you certain - Deliverance, And 
then I need not tell you with what 
Chearfulneſs and Willingneſs all would 
be ſpeedily done. God loveth a willing 
Mind, and a chearful Giver. And I 
may alſo add, he loves a willing, chear- 
ful Performance of what has been pro- 
mis d. How inſmcere, how ungrateful, 
how ungenerous, is it to perform ſpar ing- 


ys ly and grudgingly after a Deliverance, 
p what was fo liberally and readily pro- 
” mis'd before it? I was glad, ſays the 
g Pſalmiſt, zwhen they ſaid unto me, Let 
T tis go into the Houſe of the Lord, Pal. 
. cxxii. 1, So ſhould we be glad, when 


We go into the Houſe of God, upon the 
very Errand of paying our Vows to him 
there, in the Courts of his Houſe, and 
in the Preſence ¶ all his People, Pal. 
exvi. 18, 19. 


Among Men, if a Giſt be beſtow d, or 
Service done, and at the ſame Time the 
Per- 
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Perſon who receives the Favour, be 
taunted or upbraided therewith, this is 
look'd upon as ſufficient to cancel all 
Obligations upon that Account. And 
what then muſt be thought of thoſe 
who make the Performance of their 
Vows to God only a Matter of Force 
and Conſtraint, becauſe they know not 
well how to get off ? Is not this in Et- 
fect to upbraid and taunt the Almighty ? 
And may he not then, inſtead of accept - 
ing ſuch Payment, juſtly look upon the 
Offer as an Affront ? 


Direct. VI. Let your Performance be 
exact and complete. Tis true indeed, 
Failures there will be, there muſt be, 
Whilſt we are in the Body, attended with 
ſo many Infirmities, and ſurrounded with 
ſo many Snares and Temptations: But 
et us take Care that theſe be as few, 
1 wand as little as may be. Alas! how 

FR i. do our Performances, when out of 
| & Trou- 
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Trouble, fall ſhort of our Purpoſes and 
Promiſes when we are in it? We are 
ready and liberal in our Vows, but 
ſlow and ſparing in our Performances. 
Eraſmus's Story is generally known, of 
a Seaman who vow'd to a certain Saint 
a Wax Candle as big as a Maſt, when he 
was in Danger from a Storm, but when 
he was in Safety thought a ſmall Can- 
dle ſufficient: This, no doubt, is a 
Fable, but yet the Moral of it is good. 
O be careful to make ſome better Pro- 
portion between your Promiſes and your 
Performances ; pay your Vows to God, 
pay them ſpeedily, pay them willingly, 
pay them fully. 


And let the Failures which you are 
guilty of be your Shame and your Sor- 


row. Humble and abaſe your ſelves * 


before God, for your great Deficiencies 


in your Payment; at the ſame Time. 
that you are thankful to him, ana_ 
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adore his rich Grace which has en- 
abled you in the main to be faith- 
ful in your Performance. Humiliation 
for Failures is very conſiſtent with 
Thankſulneſs to God, for any Diſpo- 
ſition or Strength to perſorm; or ra- 
ther, theſe two do moſt beautifully and 
agreeably correſpond to each other. 
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